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Lesson 1 26—

The Scriptures %%

This book is the all-time best seller. It has been translated into virtually every
language on earth. It can be found in many homes, and even in most hotel dressers.
Of course, we’re talking about the Bible.

In this Bible study we are going to take a closer look at the Bible — the Scriptures
— in order to see that the Bible is much, much more than just a book. To do that,
we will need to answer the following questions.

¢ What is the Bible?

¢ What is the main message of the Bible?

XAER—EHURBERGHN . BEELBEMEREF L/LFEMIES. RATE
ERZANKXBERIEE. BRT, RITEKREEE.

ERXNELFIE, BIAWGE-PHEI XA —FL, FREANTTLUER,
ELTEARR—FAFBEHF. AT BRI MES, BRINFEEE T HE:

¢ HaRgx£?

¢ XZRFEFBERMAT

WHAT IS THE BIBLE?
HaREH?

Some people believe that the Bible is just a collection of moral ideas that wise men
wrote down. They feel that the prophets and apostles came up with the message of
Scripture all on their own. But look at the following passages.
FENAAEZAREBA L ERRENRKE. MIIRERMMERET S
EEMINBCHBESHT EZZ2ENGEE. ERIERMN—BEE THE.

2 Peter 1:20-21 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its
origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.

ARG 1:20-21 55— EEH, ZHIES A TS A R E AL SR
W BONTE NREE M T ANER, JIRAHKERE), W PR 5K

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed...
WREKRGH 3:16 XLH0E #TEAT. ..

2 Samuel 23:2 “The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me; his word was on my
tongue.

BEEACT 23:2 JPAIEMRFEETR U, MEFTEER O,

1 Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God continually because, when you
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the
word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who
believe.



TERT JBmETt 2:13 Jvik, FATEAERRER, BRIT RIERATP &R RE RS2 T
AVNFENIE, JIPORMINIE . XIESLAE 27, It HIBATERANE ER AL .

1) According to the underlined portions of those passages, who is NOT responsible for the message
of Scripture?

R ERESTRILHSY, WXL B S B A RFRE?

2) According to the italicized portions of those passages, who IS the author of the Scriptures?

R LIRS SCAMEAR S, WA XEMER?

3) Why is it so crucial for us to understand who is responsible for the message of Scripture?

BRENELE B AT AR BATIL E e ?

Sometimes we use the phrase “verbal inspiration” to describe the way God used the prophets and the
apostles to convey the message of the Scriptures.

AR, BAVER “BFBR”7 XAMAERMIR LR A AR B ELE B

n DEFINITION: verbal inspiration — The miracle by which God “breathed into” the prophets and the
apostles what he wanted them to write in the Bible. It is called
verbal inspiration to show that God guided them to use the exact
words he wanted them to write.

WA 5 S0 BFBUR—— Ll AR SRR, IR A RS R
. SCHFRAEEEUR, BN AT LA TS F e
)i i

Now let’s take a closer look at God, the author of Scripture. Please read the following passages and
then answer the corresponding questions.

BELBATER — P HRES £, ZXZKMEE . HRRTIIEOFEEMHRAE.

Titus 1:2 ...faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie,
promised before the beginning of time...

RE4 12 .. REITCE S KA 2 S TRV K. L

Numbers 23:19 God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his
mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?

REGE 23:19 #iAEN, AR, WAENT, DAREHE. Miiid EARETE? Mk
= o ANE R ?

Isaiah 65:16 Whoever invokes a blessing in the land will do so by the God of truth; he who takes
an oath in the land will swear by the God of truth.

PAFEEFS 65:16 IXHF, fEdh EOYH CORMERN, b5 A SCAgMRAE; (£ FRER,
W B SEHTHERE .



4) According to the underlined portions of those passages what does God never do?

W LRE RIS, A 42

5) What is one characteristic you would always associate with God then?

PR RLZ AT 7 BR AR RO AT A AR RFIESCBRTE — ik HE ?

And if that is the case with God, wouldn’t the same be true about his Word? Please read the
following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

WARME EFHFEIRL, B2 ERmEEENNZER —FERSEHNS? E R T IESGFEEMHRH
&

John 17:17 [Jesus prayed to his Father], “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”
AARE 17:17 [HRERI RS ], “ORIRH HBARA IS IRIVIE RS P, 7

2 Corinthians 4:2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception,
nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend
ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

ML JEH 4:2 TR IRLEmsBR TR F 46 1 AMTHYEVE, ABURerERE, B EER
WK, G EMIATHEE O S S AR R L.

Ephesians 1:13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation.

DABBRrF 1:13 ARAIEEWT W EBLAE, st A IR IIARuAE &, s 72

6) According to the underlined portions of those passages what must we say about the Scripture?

R4 EIRZE ORI, BAVBIAFTRIEREL?

7) Since that is the case, which of the following could the Bible contain?

BT IXMIENL, X4 R4S T T HHRLEE ?

LIES CONTRADICTIONS MISTAKES
e FIE R

There is one more thing we need to consider as we try to answer the question “WHAT IS THE
BIBLE?” We’ve just seen how God’s Word is truth. But to whom does that truth apply? For
example, is what Paul wrote in the book of Romans only true for the Christians who were living in
Rome at that time? Take a look at the following passages.

SBMEEE@R “HaR-EE?” , RITESHRE— K. RINNES LHEEELRE, HRXE
BEEM TR i, EERDE (F5H) FHEKE, REREANMMHMRERES SRR
G ? BHSE THIE



Isaiah 40:8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.”
PASEXE A5 40:8 FAAAE T, FETAFR, WA TATHHITE 4 KIZE L E o

1 Peter 1:24-25 “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass
withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever.”

PR 1:24-25 PO LA IR, RABUIE,; MRHISERAMGRE LfE. ForhT, e
T MR ERE R KAF

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active...
AR 4:12 $hRERIEIRIN, A DIRN. ..

8) If “the word of our God stands forever,” then to whom would those words apply? Would they
apply just to the people who were living at the time those words were originally written down?
IR “HETEBKEILE” , MAXEEEESHTHER? EMNRERTEIMRIEERWIE T
MEERAG?

9) What do you think it means when the Bible says, “the word of God is living”?
HELY “WHERFERN” , IRARRHAEE?

On the basis of what we have looked at so far in this lesson, how would you answer that question,
“WHAT IS THE BIBLE?”

EHTHARBAVFrENAE, fTEERE, “ftagER? ”

The second question we need to answer is...

BT REREIERE A HEL...

WHAT IS THE MAIN MESSAGE OF THE BIBLE?
XL EBFEERMHA?

The main message of the Bible contains two parts. Let’s look at the first part. Please read the
following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

ELNEEESAEN IS RN —EREE . B TIEIGFEEMK R E.

Matthew 19:17-19 [Jesus said], “If you want to enter life, obey the commandments... Do not
murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and
mother, and love your neighbor as yourself.”

RAEE 19:17-19 [HRERUC], “IRE BN KA, BUAE ... SR AR N: AT
T A AREERIAE, BFEMREE, XA Amd. 7




James 2:8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”
you are doing right.

R 2.8 “EHE AWM. " RITEETXBENEE, 4 RITH.

Galatians 3:10 All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is
everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”

IR FS 3:10 NUMTHREAARM, #RW RN, KNG BidE:  “ AP EHREL T L
w2 FHLITHT, Bt 7
Matthew 5:48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

LARWEE 5:48 Lk, R 22, BRI R e —FF.

10) According to the underlined portions of those passages, what does God want us to do?

R BIRECRIL Sy, EREERIIM 47

11) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what is the standard that God sets for
obedience?

REE_ BRECRMER Y, bR ROLRRERT A2

Romans 3:20,22-23 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law;
rather, through the law we become conscious of sin... There is no difference, for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God...

F 545 3:20,22-23 FAT A PUTHHEREEM I ATAR L, PBONEHEARZ M NFIE... JFEAT 7>
e PN ANFRIL T8, ok AR SR AE. .

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death...

B35 6:23 PUNTRKI IO J5R24E...

2 Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them
into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment...

PAREH 2:4 UL RMIU TR, MBERATTEE, BIRMIIEAER, AERBYT ., FK
PSR

12) According to the underlined portions of those passages, who is able to win heaven by keeping the
commandments?

R ERECRILH Y, BTy, R ERE?

13) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what do people deserve when they disobey
God?

& ERESCRMRER D, SRR LR, AN A2



14) On the basis of these passages, how would you summarize the first part of the main message of
the Bible?

ET EREX, EEELERRNE—HT?

All people are and deserve .
BB N#R 2 HHMNA o

We sometimes call this message the “Law.”

BIMNERKRZER “BE” .

n DEFINITION: Law — 1) The commandments which tell people what God wants them to do and not to
do.
2) The message of the Bible that all are sinful and deserve eternal damnation.

Wa 5& S0 Bk —— 1) SR AN LA AT A R TR RE R A i
2) =22 BT i Fir A NER AT R 0 HL AR TR IS A5 B

Thank God, that isn’t where God’s message to us ends. Please read the following passages and then
answer the corresponding questions.

B B, RHAR LB EHHER . EHEE T IEIOFEEH XA E.

Luke 2:10-11 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord...”

BANARE 2:10-11 MERAEXMATSE:  “ AT RIVGEATRERELR, BRTAR
s BIASRERTE, MRIVETHE, gt EEE.”

1 John 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the
world.

AE—F 414 TR KRBATIE W HAE WIER.

Colossians 2:13-14 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful
nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written
code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing
it to the cross.

WP 2:13-14 FRAIARTELILNUR ZEALATAATIE T, sl TR —Vnd e, {#
MR 5 — i ok SRR T ARSI B S B AT, A3 78, e
%, AHE TR E,

Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God’s grace.

CABBRTHS 1.7 JATHGX 2 7 MAS SR8, L IH7Z LU, e et == ) e

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

AIEEE 3:16 “Ztt A, HERMMRIMAE TGS, M—PEMmE, ARKT, k1§
K



15) According to the underlined portions of those verses, why don’t we need to fear being punished
for breaking God’s Law?

R ERERILH 7, AT ABINARESFHER EHRERN G ?

16) According to the italicized portions of those verses, what did Jesus win for us?

W RS SCRMAE S, BRERARITBRAE T 42

17) On the basis of these passages, how would you summarize the second part of the main message of
the Bible?

T EREI, MTEEELEBNEFT?

God sent Jesus to be the of the world.

LRGSR, fEAEAR o

We often refer to this message as “the Gospel.” “Gospel” means “good news.”

BITEERGBERA “BE” . “BE” WERBR “@HHE” .

n DEFINITION: Gospel — The “good news” that God in love sent Jesus to take away the sins of all
people

Wy &30 BE— LA Ara b M ARER, BT R A

Therefore, in order to answer that question, “WHAT IS THE MAIN MESSAGE OF THE BIBLE,”
you could read your answers to questions 14 and 17 together with a “but” in the middle. That
answer would convey both the message of God’s Law and his Gospel.

Bk, AT EERE “EZ2NEBEBRMHA? 7, AR IR R4 BT &R “BR”
BE—E. ZMEERET EHEEHRRENETRES .

One mistake that people often make is assuming that the Scriptures contain TWO messages — one
found in the Old Testament and one found in the New Testament. Indeed, there are differences
between the two. The Old Testament is longer, containing 39 books to the New Testament’s 27
books. The Old Testament was written over a longer span of time, from approximately 1450BC to
450BC. The New Testament was written in approximately the last half of the first century. The Old
Testament was written almost entirely in Hebrew, the New Testament entirely in Greek. (For
examples of Hebrew and Greek texts, please see Appendix 1.)

MIZERE—MERE, REXLEFNMER — —MEIRASD, —MEFLF. L, B
KRMFARFXAE . HALBK, GOfE39%H, MHARFTER. [FAFEERREEBERA, X
BEAATTHT14504E B A TUHT4504F . FHLIHIFERE N RLAATE— LR EHF L. IHLJLPE
EMABARCBEE, MHFANEERAFELXET. @EERCEHBEHEAIES LHRD

However, the Old and New Testament contain the same basic message. As a way of reviewing the
main message of the Bible, let’s look at several passages from both the Old and New Testaments.
R, BAMFAREERFNELER. FARIZLFEFRN—MTR, LRIT—EXREE
THE—HZ, BNEKEIHAHEREHL.



> Proverbs 20:9 Who can say, "I have kept my heart pure; | am clean and without sin™?

RE 20:9 MEREUL, FIEE 7RI, BB T RAR?

> 1 John 1:8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

Xg—H s RATERA KT, ERAM, AEAERIMOE T,

18) What do these two passages tell us about our ability to keep ourselves from sin?

BN EH CARIEXTTH, ERWBREICH T84

> lsaiah 66:24 Their worm will not die, nor will their fire be quenched, and they will be loathsome to
all mankind.

DAFEIEH 66:24 KIOUAA T HURATERT; ARATHI JORAKIET: LA LRI 1 B At AT o

»  Luke 16:23-24 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with
Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, "Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because | am in agony in this fire.'

BEINAEE 16:23-24 MhAEHIA 2R w7, 2% Hmim 0 W AR s, SR WAL /R AR i, A
WYL BANTARA R, T IRIE L IR RIREOR, HIE SRR UK, IR ks
NBAEKKIGE, I

19) What do these two passages tell us about the eternal punishment for sin?

EREE L EFRAFRHI KBS AT A7

> Ezekiel 33:11 “As surely as | live,” declares the Sovereign LORD, “I take no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live.”

PDAPESS 15 33:11 FHRAMED:  “IRIGEHERMPUKARE, HRETA BT, S 0ES N
BTG . 7

» 1 Timothy 2:3-4 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of the truth.

REERHITS 2:3-4 2L, EMRATER AT S0y, s NG, WHRIE.

20) What do these two passages tell us is God’s desire for all people?
ERWBEXE B EHFR A ARBERTA?

» lsaiah 53:5-6 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep,
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of
us all.

> DA 53:5-6 MEAt N ATHI AU 23, AT TREE L. B2 iR, A1
7y PB 2 DT, BAMGERG .. BATHIFEER,: & AN MWMT O HEAHEAE AT B aREE
HIHTEM S L.

» 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

FMZES 5:21 MAOIRTCARR, BIRATECONAR, G Y FRATILE fb B B S



21) Both of these passages describe an awesome exchange that occurred between Jesus Christ and the
world. What was that exchange?

ERWEEHIR T —MERRSRE B A Z AR ENT YRR XNZERRETA?

» Micah 5:2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you
will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.

PR 5:2 fAAME. LA, AREPCREM AN, KR — A MR R, fERLES)
FONBAR R ABPIRIEAES, WRBIHA .

» Matthew 2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from
the east came to Jerusalem.

TORME 200 AL, HSRAE SR ROFTRIE. 4 TLAMH - MR

22) Both of these passages describe something about the Savior. What?

EIRPI B SRR T R T BRAIEERN— 1, RAA?

» Psalm 34:20 (A Messianic Psalm, one that talks about the Messiah) — He protects all his bones, not
one of them will be broken.

W 34:20 (—ANKRTIRFEEAM /B EM TR —— XM — S W&k, E R
7.

> John 19:36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will
be broken.”

AEARTE 19:36 XL [, NENIZ ERIEY: M E Sk REARTITET .

23) Both of these passages describe something about the Savior. What?
ERFBAIHHR T BRATA T RATMEN — 3, R4

» Job 19:25-27 | know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And
after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own
eyes — I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!

AEie 19:25-27 HFNERAIBILTTEE, K 7 Auhir e B, RIXBERKLEZ 5, RLER
RZAMS WA, B CEIAL, SRIRZEA, FFABRINN . FA Lol fE R B K T !

» 1 Corinthians 15:42-43 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power.

FMLZHIT 15:42-43 FEAN RIS ORI FIA R A FIIAET, BIERRAFIIRE: it )2 4
B, RIGMRFREN: PR 28ResN, RinHEsLr.

24) Both of these passages promise us something incredible. What?

R B AN T RAUT A AT B WHIZE?



Hopefully this illustrates that the Old and New Testament contain that same basic message. They
both contain Law and Gospel. But they focus on the Savior from two different perspectives. You
could diagram the difference like this.

FE EREIRG RN IHAMFARE T AEREARGER. SNHEE TREMES. BEEIIM
PN IR 75 TR 18 P AT R B BRI . W] AR 3 75 R IR L X 3

The Old Testament points forward to
the work Jesus would do

[F 243455 i HI iy 25 A A

The New Testament points at the work
Jesus has done

L fi e SR 4 1 AR

TAKING IT DEEPER
PINGE S

A) Agree or Disagree — The Bible contains the Word of God.
AEER — X484 EFIiEE.

B) Agree or Disagree — Every word of the Bible is true because the Bible is inspired by God.
FARS5® — XLENS - NFHRIEMN, RAXER LRZEF RERIMNE K.

C) Agree or Disagree — When reading the Bible, we must be careful to understand that what was
true for the Christians of the first century wouldn’t necessarily be true for Christians today.
FESE — LRRELN, RIVDIFHMIERE, FEENAxE L EBE~ERXTH,
XA R I B ARER It RRTHT -

D) Question — We said that God used verbal inspiration to convey the exact message he wanted
through the prophets and apostles. We also said that the books of the Bible were originally
written in either Hebrew or Greek. Therefore, what do we need to recognize as we read our
English or Chinese translations?

B —— BAIUR EFEAZR T RBREEMBERMAEERS THHRUIGEE . RITMREE
BB ERVERRFERCRERBECATER. FHib, ZJ3IATFERIECE S SO FEAN,
BN IZRIRBUTA?



E) Question — We said that the Bible contains both Law and Gospel, and we looked at what each of
those tell us. What would happen if we only told someone about Goed’s Law, and left out the
Gospel? What about if we only told someone of the Gospel, but left out the Law?

B — BATRESBFRENES, BITEEITERBIOAE. WRBATREFEAN

KT LHREE, MARIES, BEBLHR? HxH, MRBMNAGHFEANMES, TR
BIFEIR?

F) Question: Were Old Testament believers saved the same way New Testament believers are?
(Take a look at Genesis 15:6 and Romans 4:3 for help.)

WA IHAERMBFAERFEER T AR —HRG? (ZFAEE15:6MP 5443, )
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pendix | — The Original Languiages

THE OLD TESTAMENT
IH4)

The vast majority of the Old Testament is written in the Hebrew language. (A very small portion is written
in Aramaic, which is closely related to Hebrew.) Besides the unusual letters, a distinctive characteristic of
Hebrew is that it reads from the right to left. To find the book of Genesis, you need to look in what seems

to be the back of the Hebrew Bible!
|H 2 K583 # 2 F A AE SR SR i 25 110 o

(RAN—HBAE 2230, BRAAORSCARMIL . D B T LhBAl

FE T BEAS BRSO — IR N A R 5. O T AEA Rk B th R B BT, R 2

MG AERTIE
Psalm 23:1-3 ¥ 23:1-3
Translation:

1 A psalm of David.

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,

3 he restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
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THE NEW TESTAMENT
B

The entire New Testament is written in Greek. It was the common language of the Roman Empire at that
time. Therefore the advantage of writing in Greek was that it was widely understood.

AR LHRRE A BSOS I o A BE SRR 2 37 (R PV 5 o PRI A P A5 RS S0 R BT 3R
] LA LA

John 3:16-17
ZIEAET 3:16-17

16 0UTwS yap Nydmmoer O Beds TOV KOTROV, GOTE TOV VLOV TOV LOVOYEVT] €BwKEV,

thus for (he) loved  (the) God  the  world sothat his Son  the only-begotten  hegave,
X i) & ot i B M LT ME— A % 4,
lva was O moTelwv €ls abtov un amoknTat  a\\’  €xn  Clony  aldvov.
so that everyone who  believes in  him not  may be destroyed but he may have life eternal.
AT BMAN OB ME i A LR HE fhef A AIEH.
17 00 yap améoTellev 0 Beds TOV VIOV €lS TOV KOOPOV tva  kplvy  TOV KOOROV,
not for (he) sent (the) God  his Son into the  world so that he might judge  the  world,
R k> = k% A LT B BHE AT feAR AR,
a\\’ lva  owBfj O kbopos &L avTol.
but sothat hemightsave the world through  him.
ik AT HEBH i BN Al
Translation:

“16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not

perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.”

BiE:

“le HEHA, ERRMEMAETBSMN, M—UIEEMEK, AR, REBKE. 17 B EFEMEKIL
TR, AREEMAKNSE, THREMHARMEY. ”



Appendix Il — Bible Translations
%= — X&HF

The goal of any Bible translator should be to accurately represent what the original Greek or Hebrew text
says. The challenge is balancing being literal and being fluent. Some translators try to translate almost

word for word. The result is a translation which sounds choppy and is somewhat more difficult to read.
Others try to translate into nice, flowing language. While this is easy to read, it means the translator had to
put more of his own interpretation into the translation.

FEATT 2 22 B0 P62 1 H AN 1222 R R M 08 SR P A I 1 B (PR TG SCAS o P48 = T = AN SO A
BN T — KBkl . FLBEINE R TR MBIIE. 4R RX AR A E T I HARME R . HAh
T AAE R EEBERILE. RKCy. BARSHE, (HEHIFEEANMEAEE L 3 CR@RmEEA
B,

The following are examples of translations which achieve a balance between being literal and being fluent.
This list includes some which use older English/Chinese and some which use modern English/Chinese. It
is not an exhaustive list.

R UM, A I AR BANOCARRMS 2 [BIEE] T APl XAFIRAEE T AR
YL/ RSSO ST/ T SIS . RANFIRIFBA M TR 13

John 3:16-17 A &85 3:16-17

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION — #rE PRk

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him.”

NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION — #ita#EEIT iR

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might
be saved through him.”

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION — FCHR#ERR

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE — #HxEHiFHXE

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the
world should be saved through Him.”

KING JAMES VERSION — & E F4E K

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved.”
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&4 — Chinese Union Version
“RZt N, BN PA TGS AT, W—PIEME, ARKTD, REKAE. B ZEMK L
TR, ARE i ANMESE, TiR B N E AR, 7

XZHEAR — Chinese New Version
“Htt N, BEER{EMAERA TIGEARAT, W—UEME, AERKT, RIGKA. B, #hZEARR
LTREIH Bk, AEEEHANRESE, AR A EEMAR. 7

BARHCEAR — Today’s Chinese Version
“ LRI AN, FEG T, EETAEMIAABCRT, RIGKIER S By B
EEMP LT B ok, AREEM ANKSE, M2 RN . 7

B#zH#EAR — Lu Chen-Chung Version
“ bEaribEHb N, RN I MA T, A UMEMINESA KT TR . BN B ZE R L
TR ok, AZE R AMTE, JidEt AFEEMmAeR. ”

BEE#A — Studium Biblicum Version (RXE#f¥) — Catholic)
“REFIXFEZ TR, HEWG R THCKMAET, FNEMIHARERLT:, RmHFEKRE, KA
REBAIRE TR ke a5, e i s S sk k. 7



Lesson 2 55 1R

Reading the Bible 52°84%

In our last lesson we saw that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and that it applies
to all people of all time. We also learned that the main message of the Bible is that
Jesus Christ is the Savior of all people. Now, in this lesson, we turn our focus on how
to use the powerful Word of God. The questions we need to answer in this lesson are:
¢ How does the Bible effect faith?

¢ How should I read the Bible?

E—RBANEI T ELR ERZ T RBIEE, HEENTHRERARMEAIRE
M. BAMBEEITELNEERER, MERGREERFEANEE. EER, BRITHK
BATHE R REELIWATEA L3 8E HREE L. FRBAITERER HEE:
¢ EERMAEIERLH?

¢ RNIZEFEER?

HOW DOES THE BIBLE EFFECT FAITH?
ELRMAAERE L ?

Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

B T A AR R R F

Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the
message is heard through the word of Christ.

B L5 10:17 AT W (5 E A2 MAFE KA, Wi NEEE 5 R o

2 Timothy 3:15 From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

REENETS 3:15 I HANERRMWNI AL, X ELGEE1A 52 E G
of, HRRNTE

1) According to the italicized portions of those verses, how is faith created?

R _EIRE SCRMAER S, A5 DR A& ?

2) Incidentally, does the passage from 2 Timothy give us any insight as to when we
should start getting people into the Word?

REKEFHRABAT, BAISLZMAR AT A EET EHKIEE?



3)

4)

Psalm 119:28 My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to your word.

Wi 119:28 WAL RIRGETIHIL; KA1 HT 15 1247

1 Thessalonians 3:2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God’s fellow worker in spreading
the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith. (Note: Paul is not saying that
Timothy himself has the power to strengthen faith. Rather, the Gospel that Timothy shares
strengthens faith.)

WEHE JEET S 3:2 TR Sl AR A B AR LA SR IR EE R 25, BT, OF
NG HIE XD G RE AR U EE R B O REEOREE ). 1BEHE R,
FEHEEE R T 7> AR IR FAE O )

2 Peter 3:17-18 Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you
may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. But grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and
forever! Amen.

BAREH 3:17-18 SREMH W, FRANIBEABUEAIERF, HAapi%, MapEE AN E
FHa, AN E O RO FEAE . URATTEN AR ST R AR (Y AT RR B K
2o EEREIASH, WA ESIKIZE. B!

According to the italicized portions of those passages, what value does studying God’s Word have
for those who already have saving faith?

R4 ERZESCRMAR Y, SREELFEMEOHIN, FI ERPEEEHAME?

According to the underlined portions of those passages, what does a personal knowledge of God’s
Word help protect us from?

R4 IR SCRILH S, X EFFEE R MIRFE R RALZ B A AR ?

How is this possible? How can the Bible have such great power? Please read the following passages
and then answer the corresponding questions.

REATTRENE? XL EARA WILIERAR /TRE? EH3E T ISR EZE MR HE.

1 Corinthians 12:3 No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
HHREZEPH 12:3 A RPER IR, WEAREN “HERE T 1.

Matthew 16:16-17 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus
replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my
Father in heaven.

LRMEH 16:16-17 PUI AF MU “IREIRE, ZARAEMKILT. 7 HRERfli: “7h
TEAE, RGN BOVIXANE R MR RFRRIRE, TR AR AR 1.

1 Corinthians 2:12-14 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,
that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught
us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they

are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.




EMRZEIE 2:12-14 BAVROZ M, FEARM ERR, TIRMAMKKR, MIEATRERERTT
RIGgTAM S I BRI LS, ARMNEZ 754009 5%, 5k 2 RPTE A
i, KERNERR R NE. R, RO AARSMERE, RELYEM, JF
HARERIE, FOVXSEERRRIANAGEEIE.

5) According to the italicized portions of those verses, who is NOT responsible for creating saving
faith in our hearts?

1R ERESTRMASY, WERTERAT O BIEIR S LIRS 7 FAE 2

6) According to the underlined portions of those verses, who IS responsible for creating saving faith
through God’s Word?

B ERB RIS, BRTET F S AR RS DX 4 TR ?

On the basis of the passages we have looked at please answer the question, “HOW DOES THE
BIBLE EFFECT FAITH?”

ET ERAEX, HEEHB “X&RMARIER LK ?

God’s Word has the power to accomplish monumental tasks — creating and strengthening faith.

But there are obstacles that can get in the way of our Bible study — lack of time, difficulty in
understanding the translation, etc. In the remainder of this study we will look at ten principles of
reading the Bible. Some of them are found in the Bible. Some of them are simple common sense.
Together these principles help to remove some of the obstacles that can stand in the way of fruitful
Bible study.

bW EIEER B BX ERRES—AIEMEEE 0. HRERMNZIZLNE L, KRSE
FR——&AE N, EUBRRRHEE. ERRKTHEIS, BRI NRELH+FEN. Xk
JFE LT XL FHRE]. HURAIAKHE R, X5 E MR B RATR £ R IRATRT) # > X
Z IR .

HOW SHOULD | READ THE BIBLE?
BPZ AR EL?



1 Begin every Bible study with prayer.
LA ST IR — AN ER%¥ .

2 Peter 3:16 [Paul’s] letters contain some things that are hard to understand...

PRET 3:16 [RZPM] (5 LexEm A ...

Psalm 119:18 Open my eyes that | may see wonderful things in your law.

ReR 119:18 RARJTFIRAIMRAS, MHE HIREET RS .

God’s Word is clear. It contains everything we need to know about how we are saved. The main
message of Jesus’ payment for our sins is simple to see. But parts of God’s Word are challenging to
our simple, sinful minds. The psalmist’s prayer listed above will be our prayer as well. We begin our
Bible study by asking the Holy Spirit to “open our eyes” so that we might understand and love the
scripture we read.

EREEERFRATH. BEAEF TRNTREMERIAARN—IMEE . HERERIEFELNE
EERRMEZEBIN . (B EHZIEERI S WA EAR RIA TR KRR, #SRE SR
. ERREERRS REBRITIES . BRIIKRER “FRMNWR” , FLAMRITHELY
>, EABMIGGEBHFREBRANIFRRZEI.

2 Use one, appropriate translation.
@ﬁﬁﬂA, %ﬁﬁ‘]@%o

Nehemiah 8:7-8 The Levites... instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing
there. They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that
the people could understand what was being read.

JEA KD 8:7-8 . AIFIARNME AN AL A E B ORIy . AR S R A
fasE TS, UFER, e ATEn.

The Levites were the tribe of the Israelites that served as priests. In these verses the Levites need to
clarify some things from the ancient Hebrew text to the people. We said before that there are
obstacles to our studying God’s Word. One obstacle is using a translation that is difficult to
understand. Picking a translation that is written in straightforward, modern English/Chinese can
make Bible study much easier and more enjoyable. (For examples of various Bible translations see
Appendix I1.)

FIRNEIEF RF R, £ ERECH, FIRAFBERAAFIABEESHFARERNSEL. 2R
R3], %S ERFEESHFE—KER. X —AEEREFEH T B ENBFELA. —1E
B 5 ERBIRRIESS/ P ICER, ATUMEEXEX T/ ERGUER Fil. (XESHMERELES
EMFE—. )

3 Set a specific time each day for study.
BAL—AEAR 22 ST T [E]

Daniel 6:10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his
upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his
knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.

ELIEY 6:10 HUIBAEXAES T T RE, MBHCKE (kB E PIT m HEERA )
—H=, BURBGAEASTAT, #5RE, SR M.



We know how well we accomplish tasks when we say, “I’ll get to it when | have time.” Setting aside
a specific time slot in your day for Bible study helps insure that you will cover a fair amount of
material in a short amount of time.

BATED “AN AR —E 2" , TRRIVBER LRI, RATAES )58 BIF B ] .
BE—MAVIRELZE IR E, HETHRIRERRN H A BB — BB EL .

4 Always pay attention to the context of what you are reading.

SO S SE NEZ3 d: T i e

Consider each passage in light of the verses that surround it. Consider the paragraph that it’s in.
Consider the book of the Bible that it comes from. Doctrinal errors often are the result of Bible
passages that are ripped out of context. So as you read ask yourself questions such as, “Who is the
speaker in this verse?” “Who is being spoken to?” “What just happened to make the person say
this?” “Under what circumstances was this passage written?”

BRI XEBEE—REN. HRLEREEES %, #RIREXEEE 5. #UNE
REERELL NS L TSR, Fril, JREEELR, Tuw HOXHMRE, “XHa
XRMEWK? 7, “RFEICEMNEURN? 7, “RIRRETHA, ERXMARZFER? 7, “XB
SXREHAERTEN? 7 .

5 Always consider parallel passages and cross references.

BRFBTREURZX SR,

You can’t determine what God has to say on a subject until you’ve looked at every passage that deals
with that subject. Scripture helps us interpret other portions of Scripture. Here’s an example.
Consider the following two passages.

AREEET ERNE—EBHET, HERET TXTR—FEERE—REX. ZEFHRIEERLE
KEf2X. THE—MIT. BETHIHERE.

James 2:20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?

TEA 2:20 AR, JRERFIEBA 1T ARG 0 REIE S ?

Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.

PABBETHS 2:8-9 fRIMSREAT R, MEEME ZIFARETAED, JiRMibGr; A
RHTAT N, REHANEE.

If someone wanted to find out how we are saved and all that they looked at was James 2:20, they
might get the impression that our good works play a part in our salvation. But when you look at the
fuller context of James (cf. principle #4), you realize he’s addressing a specific problem. People were
claiming that if you had faith in Jesus, that gave you a license to sin. When you look at cross
references such as Ephesians 2:8,9 — other passages that deal with the relationship between faith
and works and salvation — it becomes overwhelmingly clear that our works play no part in our
salvation. Allowing Scripture to interpret Scripture further helps to safeguard Bible truths for us.



NRANBEMIEITREY, ERANAE T HET52:20, MAMA T REIREZERER: RATH
AT AR BAIKBRGES T —EEM. BRMASERLSHER (SHEENELMD , FEER
FEEEAPFEAT RN E. AMIERNRIRCEMEIRER T, BARERS T EBIE
KIFFARE. SREFZWMLBIH2:8- 0B HERNTN SR — URHBERTHEL, T8, PIREK
RIZSCH —— FRBEAT AR IR BB B, RAVBIT AN RATHRMBE RN REMEM . L& E TR
FEREZC, W DB EXLKHE,

6 Take a passage literally unless the Bible itself tells us it’s figurative,

fraEXZ g iR, BN SCRYImEREES.

Don’t look for hidden meanings in God’s Word. If the passage is meant to be taken figuratively
either the passage itself or the context of the surrounding passages will indicate it is figurative speech.
A metaphor or simile is clearly figurative.

AEE EFHEEDEIREBE L. WREXREGALWEE, BAZXEHRE LTXEE
AFOMH . AR B MR RS 2 A e A

Matthew 13:24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who
sowed good seed in his field.” A simile uses the word “like” or “as” to make a comparison.

LORAEE 13:24 HOBR SCBCAS LA T  “ RIESFE A FE R B 7 B “4F
B” BE “WR” M.

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. A metaphor makes a
comparison by making a symbolic connection without the words “like” or “as.” Obviously, the
Bible does not give off light. But the passage figuratively describes how God’s Word gives
guidance in life.

W 119:105 URATIEERIMATROAT, R LR, BEMAMER “HFB” RE R
KRG, TR SAEEE. HEM, X2 RRH. ERZE LSRR T B
5 5 R I AT 48 5] A ar i

Matthew 19:24 “Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” This is a figure of speech known as hyperbole —
exaggerating a statement for effect. Jesus’ point is that a rich person’s love of money can very
easily supercede their love for God, which is idolatry.

LREE 19:24 “POCEVMRAT, HIEF AR, Wi EEAE SR 7 K&
NFRIHFERAT K —— AT REBRMSAEFR. BERORER, FERAXNEM K
F ] R A 5 BRI L %, X EEREFF.

The type of literature we’re reading will also help us determine if something is literal or figurative.
Poetical writing (the Psalms, for example) will often be figurative. Apocalyptic writing often uses
very vivid picture language to make a point. The book of Revelation would be a good example.

BATIF DR B SCA A ] CAFS BhERA B e SO IR SOR R Lhmr . RERPESR (BRImBi e /@) HH by
JAA e S E R EAEE AN E R E S RREENR . BrRe—MREFHHT.



7 Consider all passages in light of the clear, chief truths of God’s Word.
BREFRIEEREN, FENEEZBERFRE.

No correct interpretation of a portion of Scripture will contradict the doctrines that are easy to see
and often stated in Scripture (for example: mankind’s sinfulness, salvation by grace through faith,
the deity of Jesus Christ, etc).

MIERE K EHERASSEZEF R HFIHLFFRRFOGEWR (Flm:. ARKFE, EidE
OFE BRBERE, HRESRHEE .

8 Plan out a method of Bible study.
MR — N ERFE T

It is especially difficult to get a flow of thought and determine context if you study the Bible by
randomly choosing what you are going to read. One good method of studying the Bible is book by
book. You can get a sense of progression through the book, and maybe you can even outline what
you’ve read. Introductory information from Bible handbooks might be useful. Another way to
approach study is topically. Pick a topic and then look at all the passages in the Bible that deal with
that topic. A good concordance would be helpful for this approach.

WNSRVRTE 2 3] E L BEV LB BURE B HIZ S0, FAVRSIRMERE BBIFE L T30 —MFHE
ST ERUFANBAREND . BEEARES, REBIGHHER, VREZE 0T8T DUSEE Frie
&L . ZLEIFRHRNGEBRLSHFFHE. B—MELEITEREBAES . B E
B, REEXEFETHARTEZEBWEL. HFXHAHR, —MFRRIIBSREHED.

9 Familiarize yourself with an overview of Bible history.

ABELHREBR.

This will take time, so don’t rush yourself. But the Bible becomes even richer when you can arrange
events in some sort of chronological order. The Biblical accounts become more vivid when you begin
to grasp the historical context and customs of the day. For example, the sacrificial system of the
Israelite’s worship seems, at face value, overly complex and even somewhat barbaric. But when you
come to understand how each sacrifice somehow foreshadowed the work of Christ, your appreciation
for Old Testament worship life is greatly enhanced.

RRELHE, FUAEER. HEIREEEEN HIITFEEFES, ZESX/ENFEE. 3
WIS EAR I K P BB R B, ELPRMRRRAEMES). i, UEaFIEFFREE
ARG, NREELEFBITEREEFERR. HEIGFEBE XKEERNMHUREE K TR,
PRXS IHL S5 A S I BB = AR

10 Meditate on what you read.
REFTIEZ3C

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes



of the heart.
FEREB 4:12 PRIERIEIRR, AR, —UIw7ImeEdR, HERER, g5
HHE, ARRERIN . HIIF, EOrh SR E B AR

Psalm 1:1-3 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the
way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his
law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit
in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

wR 11-3 ANCENRTHE, AubIR NITERR, AARZEIG NRRENL, 5 2 AR
%, BRUEE, RNEONARR! MhER—ERRRAERKSS, mHREs R, T RARE.
NUAB A ) S AR IR o

The Bible is unlike any book you’ve ever read. Therefore we don’t read it like we would read a novel
or a newspaper. You want more than simple knowledge of what it says. You want to use what it says
— to apply what it says to your life. Focus on every word. Ask yourself questions like, “What do
these verses tell me about God? What does this tell me about myself? What here makes me happy —
or sad? How does God want to use this portion of his Word to change me to be more like him?”
Throughout the day, turn that portion of Scripture over and over in your head. As you study, don’t
be afraid to take notes or write in your Bibles. It helps reinforce what you’ve read. And don’t be
afraid to come to your teacher with any questions you might have.

ELAFRTIRPTERER —F . FEAZRBIR/MRECEERA—FMIEEL, REZRAURE
BHER, REEERE—FENARRKAERY . RETE-NEE. HEHORERRE, “X
BN HERBRRT ERRHRLER, XB2XHFRRTRECHREHEFE? KEFHALRENR
—REEN? ERBENAERMRIZERE, RBEEREREAM? ” EREPFABRERILEL
3. FERFEIN, AEFHERNESPEELRMIRE. XSHEBRMEPTENAZR. HAEEH
Ve 4% FY 2 VA AT ]

May God bless your study of his Word. May it equip you with the tools you need to get through this
life. May it fill you with joy as you realize you have eternal life!

B EFRHRBIROZLEY . REARTEN—VIRER, ESENER. BREMRERIEECEREK
A, FFRFEHED!

TAKING IT DEEPER
P INGE S

A) Agree or Disagree — All Bible translations are difficult to understand.

FIES5E — FANEEEREIIEEER.

B) Agree or Disagree — If you share your faith with an unbeliever and they come to saving faith,
you deserve credit for creating faith in that person’s heart.

FIES5E — WRIRBAMEE D ZREME 0, ATTERE, RIREERA O EIEER 0K
Th55 .



C) Agree or Disagree — Bible passages can be interpreted a number of different ways.

FAIES5E — XL2XMUARSAFRKNERE.

D) Agree or Disagree — It is more important for unbelievers to hear God’s Word that for believers
to study God’s Word.

FARES — iEMEEW R EHRIEEHILE#YEY ERIEEEER.

E) Question: We said that we understand passages literally unless the Bible itself tells us they should
be understood figuratively. What would happen to the Bible’s message if a person would pick
and choose which passages they wanted to understand literally and which passages they wanted
to understand figuratively?

W A, BRIEEZ B O RRNNZRR T ABERL, BN ZERFIEBERES
. WRMVERERELZLL, #MAMNECHREREZE R ERFH R BEFTREZR T
Wi 7s B, AT ?

F) Exercise: Over the course of the last two lessons we have looked in depth at God’s Word and how
to approach the study of God’s Word. In Appendix 11 you will find statements from a number of
different denominations about how they approach God’s Word. In the space provided make note
of what you see as a correct approach to God’s Word, and what you see as an incorrect or
improper approach to interpreting God’s Word.

%3 F£EFHTRY, BANRAMES T ERZE RN R EFZE. ERR=4, K&
B B —EA RS TR TR _ BT ZBRIFR . ERR=MZEL, R EHETRIAAR
IEBRIBT AL B3 BT, LR IEBAIAME JHBT R 5%

(For acloser look at different methods that people use to approach Scripture, some of which are
inappropriate, please see Appendix IV.)

(BEEH#—PHMTBMIGTAEZLENAFTTE, FSERRN, KRhFRTEFAEE. )



Appendix 111 — Attitudes of Various Denominations Towards the Bible
i3 1 —— ANE HORXT £ A EE

Please read through the following quotations. On the basis of what you have learned in lessons 1 & 2 of
“Faith Builders,” determine what in these quotations is accurate and a good approach to Scripture, and what
is inaccurate and a poor approach toward Scripture.

WL NG, T “F0gE” B URAEE IRIRAIPr AR, FBrx e e, mEL 2 IER 1) H
Fe At SR T, MRS R AN IR W HAN R A 3] 22 i i U5 1%

"In the New Testament we have the Christian religion, in the Old Testament the NOTES %%
preparation for the Christian religion. And the mistake to which | have alluded,
that of not recognizing this difference, of placing instructions given to a
primitive people centuries before the coming of Christ on a par with instructions
given by God incarnate Himself, has led to many distortions of the Christian
faith. These distortions become disastrous when it is assumed that every word
of the Old Testament was dictated to the writers by God... The more literal view
gained acceptance in the middle ages but it remained for the 16th century
reformers to exploit it in their substitution of the authority of the Bible for the
authority of the Church. Little did they dream what would happen years later,
when such men as Darwin, Spencer, Huxley, and the thousands of scientists
who followed them, should raise the clear-cut issue between science and the
Bible statements concerning the physical universe. Millions abandoned
Christiaity in the 19th century because they thought they had to make a choice
between science and the Bible "

LR ERUEM, MIHLAREE BEM R RATR AR,
BARIRBNX X, JEEE il Al At 2025 J5tn BRI FE 7R 5 1E A
SN B2k BN s e FSE AL E, XA ST V2 S
g, HEoEIHANE AR LS M w2 DR, Xt
it AR AR A B P E X P T R B B T R B TR,
TAMLEHRIEBFFTE, PELRBUBRACE B IR (H2 AT
W RRARR, HTFE, BRI Wi, HEREN, DRET
EUTIBREAATRRLAS, FER A SR E N T i T T BRI T 5
TR RE . HL A, B ANIFE TR EL RO s AT
WIRHERLE R L4 2 A i — A1 %

-- from Faith of the Episcopal Church, Frank Damrosch, Morehouse-Barlow,
1964ed., pages 30-31.

— WH (EAESHEMY , Frank Damrosch, Morehouse-Barlow,
1964, 30-3171.

"Hence there exists a close connection and communication between sacred
tradition and sacred Scripture. For both of them, flowing from the same divine
wellspring, in a certain way merge into a unity and tend toward the same end.
For sacred Scripture is the Word of God inasmuch as it is consigned to writing
under the inspiration of the divine Spirit. To the successors of the Apostles,
sacred tradition hands on in its full purity God's Word, which was entrusted to
the Apostles by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit. Thus, led by the light of
the Spirit of truth, these successors can in their preaching preserve this Word of
God faithfully, explain it, and make it more widely known. Consequently it is
not from sacred Scripture alone that the Church draws her certainty about
everything that has been revealed. Therefore both sacred tradition and sacred




Scripture are to be accepted and venerated with the same sense of devotion and
reverence "
“IRI A AR G LR 2 B AEE BB IR R ASS R . P R T[A]
—HEYEIR, DA E T RO — AN AR, IRERFE AN H AR 24
se B s, ERERBEFIEMG M. MEESRE B aiEf s
o, OB R BRI OE RATATA AR (1) B A R RE I Ak AR B AT XA,
FEE L RDEIRT, X B gk & E AT Re 08 72 YFIE b 8 St Or A7 B
RS, RE, IR e HE. 850U, X B R —
DIIRaME, AMULR KRB TE%. Bk, R EgmXs, MRzl
[FAF R U B 532 ) o SR 52 R S, 7

-- from The Documents of Vatican Il , W. M. Abbot, ed., The American
Press, page 117.

— WHE (EFXSCLEN) , W. M. Abbot, ed., The American Press,
11778,

We believe that God has given the Holy Scriptures to proclaim his grace in
Christ to man. In the Old Testament God repeatedly promised his people a
divine Deliverer from sin, death and hell. The New Testament proclaims that
this promised Deliverer has come in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. The
Scriptures testify of Christ. Jesus himself says of the Scriptures that they
"testify about me" (John 5:39).

BATHMGE LG T XL, ittt NESmER SRR L, FEIRAY, &
A7 PR IR LV — OB AR . FET SRR FP R SR s R .
2 E XA VI ROB S T SR B, A RO AR ER R B AN
XL RFEB WAL BRER S IXFEN KL “ARBIVERHREXE. 7
(28R %5:39)

We believe that God gave us the Scriptures through men whom he chose, using
the language they knew and the style of writing they had. He used Moses and
the prophets to write the Old Testament in Hebrew (some portions in Aramaic)
and the evangelists and apostles to write the New Testament in Greek.
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We believe that in a miraculous way that goes beyond all human investigation
God the Holy Spirit inspired these men to write his Word. These "men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21). What
they said, was spoken "not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words
taught by the Spirit" (1 Cor. 2:13). Every thought they expressed, every word
they used was given them by the Holy Spirit by inspiration. St. Paul wrote to
Timothy: "All Scripture is God-breathed" (2 Tim. 3:16). We therefore believe
in the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures, that is, a word-for-word inspiration.
This, however, is not to be equated with mechanical dictation.
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We believe that Scripture is a unified whole, true and without error in
everything it says, for our Savior said: "The Scripture cannot be broken™ (John
10:35). We believe that it, therefore, is the infallible authority and guide for
everything we believe and do.
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We believe that it is fully sufficient, clearly teaching us all we need to know for
salvation, making us "wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim.
3:15), equipping us for every good work (2 Tim. 3:17). No other revelations
are to be expected.
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We believe and accept Scripture on its own terms ' accepting as factual history
what it presents as history, recognizing a metaphor where Scripture itself
indicates one, and reading as poetry what is evident as such. We believe that
Scripture must interpret Scripture, clear passages throwing light on those less
easily understood. We believe that no authority, be it man's reason, science or
scholarship, may stand in judgment over Scripture. Sound scholarship will
faithfully search out the true meaning of Scripture without presuming to pass
judgment on it.
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-- from This We Believe, Commission on Inter-Church Relations of the
WELS, Northwestern Publishing House, pages 4-5

— fHE (EAIEY , WELSH S 2 8|98 RZ 14, Northwestern
Publishing House, 4-571.
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Appendix IV — Different Methods of Approaching Scripture
p gV —— B8 222 AR )72

THE PROPER WAY TO APPROACH SCRIPTURE
FERRELK T

The question is often asked, “How can there be so many different Christian denominations if there is only
one Bible?” The answer lies primarily in the different methods people use to approach Scripture. There are
different presuppositions that people begin with, and those presuppositions influence the way people
understand the Scriptures. For example, if you have the presupposition that opera is boring, when you go to
an opera for the first time that presupposition makes it more likely you will find it boring than if you had a
neutral opinion to begin with.
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Presuppositions can be beneficial. If your doctor knows that you have a history of heart attacks in your
family, he can use the presupposition that you are a likely candidate for a heart attack to help you take
preventative measures before you actually experience a heart attack. However, presuppositions can also be
a hindrance to clear communication and clear thinking. If a general would cling to the presupposition that
his enemy will only attack by ground, his troops would not, most likely, be ready for an aerial assault.
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It is impossible to approach Scripture with no presuppositions. For example, if you were asked the
question, “Ts the Bible God’s inspired Word?” you would need to answer yes or no. And the way you
answer immediately reveals certain presuppositions you will make about the Bible. If the Bible is God’s
Word, then we are obliged to uphold all of it. If the Bible is nothing but moral writings of godly men, then
we are not bound to follow anything it says.
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We maintain that the only presuppositions that are proper are ones which are based on what the Bible itself
tells us. For example, the Bible tells us that it is not just a collection of moral advice written by godly men.
Rather, the Bible is God’s own Word that he gave us through the prophets and apostles by the miracle of
verbal inspiration.
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We also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God,
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it
actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe. (1
Thessalonians 2:13)
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No prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20,21)
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That is going to influence the presuppositions we have. Since we believe the Holy Spirit conveyed exactly
what he wanted to say through the biblical writers, we also believe that the Bible contains no mistakes or
contradictions. We believe that even if portions of the Bible contradict the laws of science (such as
miracles) they are still true. We assume that the people who are spoken of in Scripture really lived and did
the things described. We believe that we should understand a passage literally unless the context makes it
clear it’s intended to be understood figuratively (poetical writing, for example). We believe that if
something taught in the Bible defies human reason (such as the Trinity) it is still true. We believe that
God’s Word is clear and complete in explaining the plan of salvation. This approach to the Scriptures is
sometimes called the “literal method.” It is also known as the “historical-grammatical” method. It is not
the way all churches or denominations approach Scripture, however.
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IMPROPER WAYS OF APPROACHING SCRIPTURE
AEERFRELN T

Throughout the history of the church, people have fallen into the temptation of using human reason to
superimpose their interpretation of God’s Word over the plain, literal sense of the text. The earliest
example would be the “Allegorical Method.” An allegory is a story in which people and things have a
symbolic meaning, like a fable. This method was learned by the early Christians from heathen
philosophers who would use the allegorical method to find the hidden meaning of ancient myths.
This method was adopted by the Jewish scholar Philo, who lived from 20B.C. to about A.D.42. Philo
used the allegorical method to explain away everything in the Old Testament that he considered
“unworthy of God” or uncomplimentary to the great heroes of faith. Origen (A.D. 182-251), using
the allegorical method, taught that the trees in the garden of Eden were really angels, and the 318
armed servants of Abraham symbolized the crucified Christ.
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If it weren’t so tragic, we might find such an approach to Scripture almost comical. But it illustrates how
two people using the same Bible can come up with wildly different interpretations. The allegorical method
is an example of elevating human reason above the simple message of Scripture. The result is that the
Scriptures become incoherent. If the Bible means angels when it speaks of trees, or if it foretells of Christ’s
crucifixion when it says Abraham had 318 servants, then the reader cannot ever hope to understand what the
Scriptures say.
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Such abuse of the Bible still occurs today. Perhaps the most popular method of approaching the Scriptures
today is known as the “Historical-Critical Method.” “Historical” refers to the belief that the writers of the
Bible generally reflected the views and opinions of their own historical period. If that were the case, we
would then “critically”” examine the Scriptures to determine what is factual and what is just a remnant of
ancient myth, hence the name “historical-critical.” Paul Tillich, a former professor of theology at Harvard
and major proponent of the Historical-Critical method, describes it this way:
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“In itself, the term historical criticism means nothing more than historical
research. Every historical research criticizes its sources, separating what has
more probability from that which has less or is altogether improbable...
[Historical criticism’s] ideal is to reach a high degree of probability, but in
many cases this is impossible.

(Tillich, Systematic Theology)
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For example, the historical-critic might look at the Genesis account of the flood and, since it seems to be a
scientific impossibility, determine it is nothing more than an ancient myth which worked its way through
history by being incorporated into religious tradition. The miracles of Jesus are likely just fables. The
repetition of the creation account in Genesis chapter one and chapter two might be evidence that there is
another author to that book than just Moses. More than that, the creation account is nothing more than a
symbolic rendering of the steps of evolution. When Paul calls homosexuality a sin, he was only talking
about homosexual relationships between men and boys. The historical-critic will not accept that Jesus said
everything which the Gospels attribute to him. Rather they will examine the text and then pick and choose
what they believe Jesus “certainly said,” what he “possibly said,” and what he “undoubtedly didn’t say.”
Even Jesus’ suffering, death, and bodily resurrection might just be myth to the historical-critic. The passion
of Christ might be nothing more than a story which parents could use to teach children how to stand up to
adversity. Consider the following example taken from a book which utilizes the historical-critical method to
explain the Scriptures.
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No record exists of any Jewish court ever condemning anyone as a messianic
pretender. Perhaps the Jewish trial before the Sanhedrin was invented by the
early church as an anti-Semitic polemic. (Spivey and Smith, Anatomy of the
New Testament)
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“No record exists.” It’s clear, the author of that book doesn’t consider the Gospels a “reliable source.” Like

the allegorical method, the historical-critical method robs the Scripture of all its value. If the Bible is

largely myth and stories, or if it is only a reflection of the human author’s value system, then it’s content

and message are no more divine — no more powerful — than Aesop’s Fables or even Mother Goose.
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There are, of course, varying degrees to which this method is practiced. But again, it illustrates the way
people using the same Bible can come up with different interpretations. We must emphasize that the
existence of different denominations and religions does not point to a faulty or ineffective Word. Rather,
they point to the sinfulness that lives in the human heart. They point to the way that we are tempted to
elevate our ways above God’s ways, our intellect above his Word.
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May God send his Holy Spirit to us so that we might accept his Word to be what it claims to be —
“not...the word of men, but...the word of God” (1 Thess. 2:13). May we then approach it as such!
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L esson 3 5F =1%

The One True God
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Over 95% of the world’s population believes in a “higher power.” But does that
mean that they worship the same God we worship? In this lesson we will look at
how the Bible describes the one true God. As we do that, hopefully we will answer
the following questions:

+ How can someone know there is a God?

¢+ What do we mean when we say we have a “Triune God”?
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¢ “ER—HRER” RAREE?

HOW CAN SOMEONE KNOW THERE IS A GOD?
AR EARIE L RIFFER?

Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.
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Psalm 19:1-3 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work
of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display
knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.
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Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
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Romans 2:14-15 Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature
things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not
have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their
hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing,
now even defending them.
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Psalm 14:1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
R 141 B OB CBRAM. 7

1) According to the italicized portions of those verses, what is one way that people can tell that there
is a God?
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2) According to the underlined portions of those verses, what is another way that people can tell
there is a God?
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3) What does the Bible call someone who says “There is no God!” in spite of all this evidence?
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People can know that there is a God by looking at nature or by listening to their conscience. We now
want to see what people can know about God from these things. We’ll start with nature.
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The account of how this world and the universe came into existence is found in Genesis 1:1 - 2:3.
Please use your Bibles to study this account, and on the chart below list the things that were created
on the various days.
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The Creation Star
gz B

The First Day

The Fourth Day
PR

The “Creation Star” is meant to aid in memorization of the six days of creation. The
opposite corners of the star correspond. For example, note what was created on the
second and fifth day.
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4) When you look at Genesis chapter 1 you notice a chronological rhythm throughout the creation
account. Inverses 5, 8, 13, 19, 23, and 31 you read, “...and there was evening, and there was
morning — the day.” Remember in Lesson 2 on “Reading the Bible” we said that one
principle of Bible study is to understand a passage literally unless the context tells us it’s to be
understood figuratively. With that in mind, how long does the Bible tell us God took to create the
universe and everything in it?
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Not everyone believes this, of course. The theory of evolution, while declining in popularity, is still a
prominent teaching today. But understand that if you embrace evolution then you confess that
portions of the Bible are erroneous. That puts you on a dangerously slippery slope. If the Bible is
inaccurate about God creating the universe in six days, couldn’t it be inaccurate about Jesus being
the Savior? Couldn’t it be inaccurate about salvation being by grace, apart from works? Couldn’t it
be inaccurate about there being a heaven. (For more information about the teaching of evolution vs.
the Biblical account of creation, please see Appendix V.)
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When you look at all of creation — the stars, planets, oceans, animals, insects, and mankind — you
can see that there must be a God. The following passages describe some of God’s characteristics that
you can see when you look at nature. Please read through those passages and then list those
characteristics of God that we can see in nature.
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Acts 14:17 “Yet he has not left himself without testimony: CHARACTERISTICS
He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and Ak

crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food

and fills your hearts with joy.”
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Psalm 104:24 How many are your works, O LORD! In
wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures.
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Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has
been made, so that men are without excuse.
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We said that people can not only learn about God from nature, but also from their conscience. The
following passages describe what we can learn about God from our conscience.
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6)

Romans 1:32 They know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death,
they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.
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Romans 2:14-15 Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by
the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that
the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and
their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.
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Acts 16:29-30 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He
then brought them out and asked, ““Sirs, what must | do to be saved?”
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1 Corinthians 2:9 No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love him.
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1 Corinthians 12:3 No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
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According to the italicized portions of those passages, what is the only thing about God that our
consciences can tell us?
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According to the underlined portions of those passages, what important piece of knowledge about
God are we NOT able to obtain from nature or our conscience?
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Therefore while we are able to learn about God from both nature and our conscience, the knowledge
we get from these things is limited. We sometimes refer to this as “the natural knowledge of God.”
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v DEFINITION: natural knowledge of God — The knowledge of God’s existence that can be obtained
by looking at the wonders of creation or by listening to the conscience. This knowledge cannot reveal
how we are saved.
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For a truly satisfying knowledge of God we need to look somewhere other than nature or our
conscience.
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John 5:39 [Jesus said], “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you
possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me.”
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2 Timothy 3:15 From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
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7) Where is the only place where we can gain a truly satisfying knowledge of God — a knowledge
that our relationship with God is good because our sins are forgiven?
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On the basis of what we have looked at so far, how would you answer that question, “HOW CAN
SOMEONE KNOW THERE IS A GOD?”
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Another aspect about God’s existence that we cannot learn from nature or from our conscience is
that he is a “Triune God.” The next question we would like to consider is...
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WHAT DO WE MEAN WHEN WE SAY WE HAVE A “TRIUNE GOD”?
“=Ai—E bR R ARE?

It should be made clear that the term “triune” does not appear in the pages of the Scriptures. Itisan
“ecclesiastical term” — a word the church uses to conveniently describe a truth about our God that is
recorded in Scriptures. We will look at that truth in this section of our Bible study. Please read the
following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

MZBABER, “=M—F X MEHFEAEHREZLLF .. RE—A “FEAL” — BES
RREEMIER IR T ELEXRT EHEE. BIBETEHNZI P EREEFXIMHE. HH
BT AIESOFEEHR H .

1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus.

REERETHS 2:5 POV RA o, fERMATE, KA bR, ThR Rty AfEE
fix

Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
BIATiC 6:4 DL, JRENT L HRAARRA T2 — R 3

Romans 3:29-30 Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles
too, since there is only one God.

% 45 3:29-30 MEE M RAEPUR NI ? At RSN RS2 2, WAESMBAR
ZL R 9 VA

8) How many true Gods are there?

HILAE#?

But the Bible describes God in an amazing and marvelous way. Consider the following passages.

HREL U— & AR B WK T R 7. BETIIEX.

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man...”

A A
BtE 1:26 #iik:  “HAMTE GEN
A A

Isaiah 6:8 Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?”

A A
DRLE+ 6:8 ?ﬂéiﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁ@%%ﬁé: “?ﬂ%%iﬁi&“ﬁ‘é? i&ﬁ?’ﬂﬁiﬂ‘]i“}ﬁ? 7

9) What seems grammatically incorrect about those Bible passages?

FRR LHECHEEER, MEMAHIRE?



The reason that the pronouns in those verses don’t seem to match up is that they are trying to
describe the indescribable, our God. We have one God, but in his Word God reveals himself as three
persons. Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

EiREXZ FrUAREERERALE, RENEIEAE#HREARICE#RN L. RIMAE 1L
W, HEFKEESER VXA EHEEAME . HE T HIEOIFEE X RE.

Numbers 6:24-26 ‘The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you
and be gracious to you;; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”

REC 6:24-26 “RHRFERIGHRAGIR, RYIR. EERAAEAL IR IRAR, Rk, FEEE
AR, iR, 7

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

AR 28:10 FibL, MRAIES, HARERNITE B2, F. XRMAE MY

2 Corinthians 13:14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God [i.e.- God the
Father], and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

BAZET 13:14 B EHBREE M EE ., o [E]) MEZ. ERMES), HS5RITAAN
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10) Who are the three persons of the Trinity?
= — R = R =412

The concept of a “three-in-one” God is impossible for our minds to grasp, yet we believe it because
it’s what God’s Word teaches. We use the word “triune” since it conveniently expresses this
incomprehensible truth. “Tri-” means three. And “-une” means one.

“=FE—T IPMESRBAICGLNTEERAR, HERIMGEE, FHAXE ERIFENES. RN
R “=hr—k” XAME, BEABHRRRE T XA LEERNEE.

The following diagram is a way of picturing our Triune God. It illustrates how each person of the
Trinity is named in Scripture, has divine characteristics, and does things only God could do. It shows
that each person of the Trinity is distinct from one another, yet all are God — the one true God. This
diagram can serve as the answer to our question, “WHAT DO WE MEAN WHEN WE SAY WE
HAVE A ‘TRIUNE GOD’?”
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THE FATHER
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>

>

ONE GOD
— b
» Deuteronomy 6:4 — Hear, O

Divine Names - John 20:17 — | am returning to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.

MEM AT — ZEgfEs 20:17 — REH LXKMW
A, WRRMIAL, WIRIIFH, AR A,

Divine Characteristics — Matthew 5:48 — Be perfect, therefore,
as your heavenly Father is perfect.

PIEMIRHE — SRS 114 — FrUMRATEE S, 41K
IR 22— Ffe

Divine Actions — Matthew 7:11 - How much more will your
Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!

MEMATN — DORAES 7:11 — (AR R B4,
ST AILF R PTEE KA FIANG 2

THE SON
T

Divine Names - Romans 9:5 — Christ... is God over all, for-
ever praised!

XML T — PO 9:5 — HE REHAZ L,

7K AZE T BR A 7!

Divine Characteristics — John 21:17 — (Spoken to Jesus) Lord,
you know all things.

PIERHIE — Z0faTs 2117 —  (WHRERUE 00,
VR A A HT o

Divine Actions — John 5:22 — The Father judges no one, but
has entrusted all judgement to the Son.

MERATH — LT 5:22 — SAARFHH2N, Tk
FHNIFHERLE T -

Israel: The LORD our God, THE HOLY SPIRIT
the LORD is one! xR

Hric 6:4 — LB, R >
BT L HE AN IRATT R A —
.

Divine Names — 1 Corinthians 12:6,11 — The same God works
all of them in all men. All these are the work of one and the
same Spirit.

MERISGT — B ZarT 12:6,11 — AR —f, 1E
MNBHIZIT VIS, X —UI# XM 2L RATIEAT
Divine Characteristics — Psalm 51:11 — Do not cast me from
your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.

MEHEIE — WR 5111 — AEEFR, HFREFFR
AT ANEE B B R R

Divine Actions — Titus 3:5 — He saved us through the washing
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

MERTHN — 121 35 — MR ], FEEREA
s M2 R ZFr



1 Corinthians 2:14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are
spiritually discerned.

BARZEIH 2:14 9810, B RAAMSMHE RS, REILOYEM, JFHARMIE, K
NIXEEWH R R AL GEEIE -

Job 36:26 How great is God—Dbeyond our understanding!
Z)1H10 36:26 A A, FAIA B4,

Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

BOH 11:33 IRk, A7 EHIFERATE Y At IR I ¢ A F) s e e 5 !

John 5:23 He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.

KEHETE 5:23 AHHTH, BURA S TR,

Psalm 96:5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.
"R 96:5 SMFRIMHESE MR G MEARHR AR GG 1R .

11) According to the underlined portions of those passages, what is the only way that we are able to
believe in a Triune God?

RIE_ ERELRILHD, RITEBHE = — B KRR A7

12) We should not be alarmed by the fact that we cannot understand God’s existence. According to
the italicized portions of those passages, what comfort do we have in knowing that God’s
existence is beyond our comprehension?

BAVAFLZARMNA e EMF L7 AT iR . R _ LRE SR MEIRSr, A BT WA IEERR
TIER, XERI2=ZE?

13) According to John 5:23 and Psalm 96:5 is it possible to deny the Trinity and still believe in the
one true God?

RIEAEHEE5: 23 A W48 96:5, B BB IN=A— A ERTIRHEEM—EMHG?

(Almost from the beginning of the Christian church, believers have stated their faith in the Triune
God through brief statements known as creeds. The three best known and most widely used creeds
are the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. All three can be found in
Appendix V1.)
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TAKING IT DEEPER
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A) Agree or Disagree — People could come to saving faith if they would only look closely at nature
and listen to their conscience.

FAEEE — WRAMUFHNRERFRITE K RO, AT RS R HE O

B) Agree or Disagree — We have one God, but sometimes he acts like the Father, sometimes He acts
like the Son, and sometimes he acts like the Holy Spirit.

RABE® — RITE L%, ERENMEER, FRtEET, ARHRER.

C) Agree or Disagree — Essentially all people believe in the same God. They only call him different
names and worship him in different ways.

FIES5® — AR EFARMATRER L L. IR RANRREFRRE LR, JEH
FARBTT AREFE L7

D) Agree or Disagree — It is possible that God created the world by guiding the evolutionary
process.

FABE® — LEWiEds| et ERaEtt R, XRETRHN.

E) Question: We said that there are three persons in the Trinity and that they all do divine things.
Can we distinguish between the work of the Father, the work of the Son, and the work of the
Holy Spirit?

&R RATE=A—E =AM, BARMIESERE. AT DAX A E B TR,
ET AT, PARERBTME T/ ?

F) Question: Would it be proper to address a prayer to only one member of the Trinity?

R R AR = AL — R —AL, AE?

G) Question: What is the difference between these two groups?
R FEXPAEHAXH?



Group A A4 Group B BA

Mormons BE[1#4E Baptists 2f544E
Jews I R#BAE Lutherans BgfE<fE

Muslims FHH7 22 #ie Catholics REHHE




Appendix V — The Theory of Evolution
By . —— HEAL IR

Many would like to see the creation vs. evolution debate as a conflict between religion and science,
superstition and empirical fact. This presents a false antithesis. Christians are not opposed to science.

They just do not place their faith in subjection to science. For example, although it cannot be scientifically
proven that God exists, the Christian accepts God’s existence not as theory, but as fact.

RZ N B IR 2 R FZ BB, RS PSS HSEZ AP o 3% — MR X 3L
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In addition to this, even some non-Christians believe that evolution is not sound science. In fact, some have

referred to the theory of evolution as “scientism.” Scientism is a belief system that is based on limited

findings from limited scientific inquiry. Itis, in essence, a system of faith.

Ak, HE R B AR IR AR TSR . Sk b, A AR e IR T A
“BEEXT o B EXR—MES, EETHIARBFERERPRARAI L. AT

(ERUIS

The comparison of the Biblical account of creation vs. scientism / evolution is summed up in this chart.
NEREG T4 B QI R R AR T S/ AR TR R .

BELIFE BIBLE / CREATIONISM SCIENTISM / EVOLUTION
B X4 /AR e S bri R AT
Time of creation six 24-hour days billions of years
BT (7] RER 24 /NI 6 K JUHesE
Method of creation God’s Word and decree chance
EUNEWRPS b2 AR A Ple
The existence of man a special creation of God an advanced animal
NHIAFAE bR Bl ) B i SR EEY
Man'’s purpose to serve and honor God to survive, serve self
NHIH R AR -7 417, IREEC
Man’s responsibility to thank and obey God none — but to please self
ANHI5HE SR AR L 77 EAE—HAmNAC

The Assumptions of Scientism

B2 E HIRE

Scientism rests primarily on two main assumptions in its effort to explain the origin and maintenance of the

universe:

FEMRRE T 7 RS IRANGE R I, Bh 22 T AMBGE -

1) The unproven and unprovable theory that things are as they are because they have come through a long

process. It is inconceivable to the evolutionist that complex organisms (such as man) of today were not

originally one-celled. They will also assert that these organisms originated from inorganic matter.
—MORBAIE W IR R S, BIFTE RS BT L&A RIZRE, #REDy A2 7 —A4Ng
K. R FH I RS RNEREYME (LA 2 NIRRT . AR 10 IR I e A
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2) Uniformitarianism. This theory states that rates of change which are observable today and which can be
calculated have always been the same in the past.

AR, X BRIy, S RA LU E R B AT gt SRl e fe R, el LR FEN.

An example of how these two theories would be utilized could be the calculation of the erosion rate of a
mountain. Suppose a mountain erodes at the rate of one inch per century, and it appears to have eroded
1,000 inches. According to the two theories above, the mountain must be 100,000 years old. However, the
argument is based on the assumptions that 1) the process of the mountain’s deterioration must have taken
time, and 2) that the process of the mountain’s deterioration must have been uniform and constant. Both
theories are completely unprovable. If some unknown factor in the past had either sped up or retarded
erosion, then there would be no way to determine the age of the mountain.

2RI AN B 10— R TS AR R o R R L ARE D — S RO TR BE AR b, T B
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Another example of the way those two assumptions are used would be the “measuring tests” that have been
developed to support the “great age theory” of the universe, such as carbon-14 dating, potassium-argon
dating, and the uranium 235-lead tests. These tests all work on basically the same principle: that certain
materials under certain conditions tend to decay and change into other materials. For example, potassium
deteriorates into argon at a constant rate. If a given deposit of potassium and argon is found, the ratio of the
two amounts found should indicate how long the process has taken place in that particular deposit. In most
cases these processes have been measured in the hundreds of millions of years, if not billions.

F—MERBX MBI T TR, ERNRSORFER BRI, HInER14FEA
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The fallacy of the entire procedure becomes obvious when a few factors are given special attention. First, it
must be proved that the original deposit was pure potassium with no lead whatsoever — or at least the
original ratio must be known. Obviously neither of these factors can be known since no scientist was there
to record the information. Second, the uniformitarian is assuming that there has been no “leakage” of the
deposit — that no lead has percolated into the deposit or that no potassium has leaked out. Unless this can
be firmly demonstrated, the procedure cannot claim to be truly scientific. If the potassium-argon ratio has
been quickly formulated as it now exists, what appears to be millions of years old might be only thousands.
In short, a great deal of assumption lies at the foundation of these dating methods.
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What is the Reason or Motive for Scientism & Evolution?

e CE M RE KR F RSP 4 2

Apart from Scripture, scientism simply has no alternatives to choose from concerning the origin of the
universe. If you reject the premise of a Creator God, as described in Genesis, what other options do you
have? The assumptions of evolution are made simply because the universe must be old to account for its
existence if there is no Creator God. There is no other explanation. You can see, therefore, that evolution
is more than a mere set of propositions and statements. It is a total world and life view. In essence, itisa
religion requiring as much faith as creation. The creationist says, “In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth...” (Genesis 1:1). The evolutionist says, “In the beginning a mass of hydrogen
exploded...” Neither are provable. Both are based on faith.

T FHEEE, B 7EabSh, Bl CGE IR e kR, wREL By, R Qe
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Why is this faith in evolution preferred by so many over faith in what Scripture tells us is true? Because the
conflict between the Bible and scientism is not limited to explanations of the universe’s origin. If the
evolutionist's theory was true, then there never were two human beings who began the human race, since
man emerged gradually from animal ancestry. Then there was obviously no disobedience in the Garden of
Eden, no sin as defined by the Bible. What the Scriptures call “sin” would really be no more than a remnant
of our bestial nature — times when we don’t act as evolved as we are. And if there is no sin, then there is
no need for a Savior. Mankind is not sinful by nature, but is getting better and better as they evolve.
Christ’s work was unnecessary. He is only a martyr, not a Redeemer. The doctrine of salvation by grace
through the work of Christ cannot be harmonized to evolution. More than that, the whole of Scriptures state
their agreement to Genesis. Christ himself referred to the creation account as historical fact. Therefore, the
Scripture must be nothing but superstitious ranting if evolution is accepted as fact.
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The conflict comes down to this. There are two faiths — creationism and evolutionism — and they cannot
be reconciled. In the end, choices must be made. Either there is a God or there is not. Either the human
race is composed of creatures who are subject to their Creator or they are sophisticated animals who are
subject only to themselves. Either we are sinners in need of a Savior or we are only occasional beasts who
simply need more evolutionary improvement to survive. Either Genesis is God’s Word or it is myth.
Either Jesus Christ is a trustworthy Lord or he is a simpleton, or lunatic.

MRATUASE 5. AW E I —— gl Mt ibie— el eiEiim. &5, LafwsE. =
N EAGAEAE, B EAAEAE . Ba NRRZIEN TR ZiE2 Y, EaNERMEMZ H B
MR 2REhP) . BEARAR FEMEREEN, EARMTA /RS &, REdEEdt—Prit.
Lol B ETE, EA U RE . SRR R AN A, AR MR
VL



What about Compromise?

MAYrH—THe?

In the last decades an attempt has been made to combine evolution and creation under the label of theistic
evolution. The theistic evolutionist claims a belief in God’s creation of the universe, but he claims that God
did so by guiding evolution over the course of billions of years. This contradicts the Genesis account of
creation which establishes a rhythm of the 24 hour period — “and there was evening, and there was
morning — the first day” (Gen. 1:5). Trying to combine evolution and creationism is perhaps the ultimate
in superstition. It claims a belief in a God, yet it categorically rejects God’s Word.
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Does Creationism Rest on a Solid Foundation?

MR SR ESLRIERE ?

Biblical creationism is a faith that rests solely on the Biblical account. In the final analysis we must

conclude that if we are to know anything about creation — its date, process, order, or duration — then the
Creator must tell us. The writer to the Hebrews explains it best. By faith we understand that the universe
was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible (Hebrews 11:3).
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This does not mean that creationism is incompatible with science, or that it rejects science. But as stated
earlier, the Christian places his faith in science in subjection to his faith in God’s Word, not vice-versa.
For example, while the Christian may accept that potassium or uranium decay at a certain, measurable
rate, that is not in conflict with their faith. A logical assumption, made in faith, is that God created the
original deposit of uranium containing lead. Therefore if you measured the lead / uranium ratio
assuming that the deposit was, at one time, pure uranium, your estimation of the age of the deposit
would be immensely greater than the true age. This assumption embraces the wonders of science
without abusing the wonders of God’s Word.
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The Christian embraces the teachings of science, for in them the Christian sees the beauty and order of
God’s creation. But the Christian also ultimately understands that God is not bound to the laws of science.
He called the universe into existence by his Word. He formed everything out of nothing at all. That is
scientifically impossible, but it is nothing to our God!
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Almost from the beginning of the Christian church believers have stated their faith in the Triune God
through brief statements known as creeds. The word comes from the Latin word credo, which means “I
believe.” The three best known and most widely used creeds are the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the
Athanasian.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
=&

We do not know the author (or authors) of this creed, nor do we know the exact date when it was first used.
The text as we have it comes from eighth century Gaul (southern France), although it is much like the so-
called Old Roman Creed which was used in the Western Church already in the third century. Roots of this
creed can be traced back to creed-like statements in the New Testament, for example, 1 Timothy 3:16 —
He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations,
was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory. The tradition that each of the apostles wrote a line of
the creed is not verifiable. But while the apostles did not produce it, this creed’s roots and teachings are
certainly apostolic.
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE NICENE CREED
R TEfE4

We know more about the history of this creed. The first general church council met in Nicaea (Turkey) in
325 AD to deal with the teaching of Arius, who denied the deity and eternity of Jesus. The council stated
its position by adapting a creed currently in use. This statement was further modified and finalized by later
councils at Constantinople (381) and Chalcedon (451). In the ninth century the phrase, “and the Son,” was
added to the words, “who proceeds from the Father,” in the statement on the Holy Spirit. This addition
produced discord between the Eastern and Western Churches and was a factor in the separation of the two a
few centuries later.
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation, he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
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THE ATHANASIAN CREED
Ak FRBEE

It is quite certain that Athanasius, an early church leader from Egypt, did not write the Athanasian Creed.
This work is not a creed in the usual sense, but rather a liturgical statement of faith, chanted regularly in the
worship services. The creed is a strong defense of the doctrines of the Trinity and the divinity-humanity of
Jesus. The Athanasian Creed seems to have originated in the West around the fifth century. The creed is
usually read annually on Trinity Sunday.

WA RS 22 AR N WABAAE——— (L TR L2 (0 2 ST 9 . B A — DMl H R L
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Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian faith.
Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish forever.

Now this is the true Christian faith:
We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God,
without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being.
For each person-the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit-is distinct,
but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one,
equal in glory and coeternal in majesty.
What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit.
The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;
the Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal;
yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal,
just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite,
but there is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite.
In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is almighty;
yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty.
So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
yet they are not three Gods, but one God.
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit, is Lord;
yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord.
For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be God and Lord,
so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords.
The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone.
The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor begotten, but proceeds from the Father and the Son.
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons;
one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.
And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior,
but all three persons are coequal and coeternal,
so that in every way, as stated before, all three persons are to be worshiped as one God
and one God worshiped as three persons.
Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity.

It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on
human flesh.
Now this is the true Christian faith:



We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son, is both God and man.
He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in time from the nature of
his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh,
equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity;
and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one,
one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God;
one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person;
for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God and man are one Christ.
He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty,
and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies
to answer for their personal deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,
but those who have done evil will go into eternal fire.

This is the true Christian faith.
Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.
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Lesson 4 EEPYif

Jesus Christ Bpfik & &

Every lesson that we’ve looked at and will look at really revolves around Christ. His
work is the focus of the entire Word of God, and therefore no matter what portion of
God’s Word you’re discussing, it somehow relates to the way Christ saved us.
Therefore, in this lesson we’re going to take a detailed look at what God’s Word has
to say about Jesus Christ and his work. To do that we’ll need to answer the
following questions.

¢ Who is Jesus Christ?

¢ What is Jesus Christ’s work?

RINELZIME—RARIMBEZINEG - RALHRBESEEERN. MNTIER
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o ERBRELE R UE?

o HEREB R TERMA?

WHvO IS JESUS CHRIST?
B SR B 1 2

Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

2 T 51 42 33 81 B AR K R

Colossians 2:9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.

BT 2:9 BN AL VI A=A AT 1A J AR AE BB HL I

Romans 9:5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human
ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised!

F 545 9:5 FIMHER AN THIAESS, HAEN, FE W R AT R, b
FeAE A L, KA AR AR ) 7

1 John 4:9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through him.

AEg—F5 4.9 MEM AL FRITER, (ERATES AL, MM
FESEHTRE ] T .

1) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what does the Bible call
Jesus Christ?

WRIE_ ERE I REIR S, ELRIERM4?



John 2:7-9 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”;; so they filled them to the brim.
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, and
the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine.

LR 2:7-9 HRERX GG “HERLEEE 7K. 7 AT 1, BRI . HRER S
“OUERT A HR, BEEERM. 7 ATHE 7% EER R T RKARRIE .

John 11:43-44 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

AWAEE 11:43-44 U VX0, BURAEIFIYE: R iR T IBE N HIcR T, T
FA, K EAFETH.

Mark 6:41-44 He also divided the two fish among them all. They all ate and were satisfied, and
the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number of the
men who had eaten was five thousand.

LuEE 6:41-44 &%E%Wﬁmﬁl/ PEEIRN . AATIERIZ, I HIGHL T o TIAESHE R DA fk
fkoR, EE T AME T P S A T

Mark 4:39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”” Then the wind
died down and it was completely calm.

LARE 4:39 HRBREE 7, Jror ), mpgdt: 7! # e 7 Kk (E, RORIFE
T

Mark 1:34 Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons.

OUEE 1:34 HiBRIALF T W2 HERHHIIN, SGEHFZ .

2) Do these passages support your answer to question #1. If so, how?

EHXEE IR HBINE RS ? HURE, REFHIRFN?

1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus.

REERHIH 2:5 KOS RA —frwh, EMMATE, AR, ThrRE oy AR B
fix .

Romans 9:5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who
is God over all, forever praised!

T4 9:5 FIMHF ST, &AW, FEBH R MATH SR, REEZ L,
7 AZE AT FR AP AH o

Romans 5:15 If the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace
and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!

F 05 5:15 HHE— AR, ARNEIE T, AOLe R, SRR R — AR
B, AN Al B A ?

3) According to the italicized portions of those verses, what else does the Bible call Jesus Christ?

RYE ERECRMAI Y, XEMIPREEHA?



Mark 11:12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry.
LS 11:12 % =K, MfITAEREHR, HRERME 1.

John 19:28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be
fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty."

AEE 19:28 XFHLUE, HRERAESFERHECER T, NEME EPTENLE, Hit:
BT
John 4:6 Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well.

QEEE 4:6 fEREARERIF: BRI ERNZ, wALIEIS5. R 20E 4 1E.

Galatians 4:4 God sent his son, born of a woman.

PR 4:4 M ZEEMBIILT, NLTE.

Matthew 26:38 My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.
OXEE 26:38 o0 HERWA, JLT25E.

4) Do these passages support the your answer to question #3. If so, how?

BRSO R FAEBHI E B ? JURE, REFIRFH?

On the basis of what we’ve looked at so far, how would you answer that question “WHO 1S JESUS
CHRIST?”

T ERBAIER, WfTEZ RS “EREREERE” 2

The way that Jesus was conceived and born is evidence of this, as well. Please read the following
passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

HRERH 2 2 A AR B RIAE RAESE . &P T FIZ 0 B M R

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will
give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. (Immanuel means “God with us.”)

DR 7:14 ik, EHCESEAI—MIEL, BEELHZPAT, At LS N
Ao (BLEAREGE “MS5RNEE” FE-. D

Luke 1:30-31, 34, 45 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with
God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.
"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since | am a virgin?" The angel answered, "The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one
to be born will be called the Son of God.

BEINAEE 1:30-31, 34, 45 RAEXHbE:  “ AL, AZA! REMEAT 25 1. (R
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Galatians 4:4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman...

IRERTS 4:4 LEMER L, MEEBMKILT, AL T

5) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what about Jesus’ conception and birth
shows that he is true man?

MR _EIRZESORMANR ), BRER D52 Z0R H A ROBR 7 T2 B T AR

6) According to the underlined portions of those passages, what about Jesus’ conception and birth
shows that he is true God?

TR _EIREESCRILR A2y, BRERA 52 Z0R A AW 75 T2 B T At R A% ?

We generally refer to this miracle as the “incarnation.”

BATEFH ERAS” R

V] DEFINITION: incarnation — The taking on of a human nature by the Son of God. It refers to the
conception and birth of Jesus.

Ve & ERAE—— L)L T A EIRER R 2 2 A R

This was crucial to the plan of salvation. In this following section we’ll explore why the Son of God
had to become human in order to pay for sins. Please read the following passages and then answer
the corresponding questions.

EXEBET R ZREEN . ETHEFEIT, BATKHE N T BR8N, EREILTAHA
DIRAN . TEFEE T FIE I EIE KA .

Galatians 4:4-5 God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law.
b RFs 4:4-5 MELEEMKILT, NL T4, BAERLUT, ZEAELUT A
ik

Romans 7:1 Do you not know, brothers -- for | am speaking to men who know the law -- that the
law has authority over a man only as long as he lives?

FOE 7:1 AT, RIEX B AENER UL, R EANRAS L BN 05 I 15
nd, 2

John 8:46 [Jesus said], “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?”

LQEgtEE 8:46 _[HPGRIA] ,  “IRMTH M fERESRIER A FENE?

Hebrews 4:15 We have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet was without
sin.

FARS 4:15 lth 0 A BT, SR TR IR



7) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what is one reason that Jesus had to be a
man in order to pay for our sins?

W RS RMEEy, AtAR, AT EBRIESE, BREFBIREAN?

8) According to the underlined portions of those passages, what is one reason that Jesus had to be
God in order to pay for our sins.

W RS SCRILHM, AR, AT EBRIESR, HRERBIRS?

Hebrews 2:14-15 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that
by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death — that is, the devil — and free
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.

FfaRFS 2:14-15 )L BEFA M A2 4, AlBIRAESE H R T L2k, R A2 7AMOR IR %
SERLI, AR, JFERE O A AT N AN -

1 Thessalonians 4:14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

TEHT JEMRETHS 4:14 AT EHRERIEIA0G 1, I L2 (e HRGR HLEE 1 F9 N, 4t oo fih
5 AR — [ R

Psalm 49:7-8 No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him — the
ransom for a life is costly.

Wi 49:7-8 —MBIEE A R I, BARB MR B A, WmiEE, A KA
o

2 Corinthians 5:14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all.

WM 5:14 FURBE I ZREAT, REAE, — ABEANAIL.

Mark 10:45 The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.

LurEHE 10:45 B A TR, JEAZERZANRSE, JikERFN, JFHEZatEZ K

mi{fl\ o

9) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what is another reason Jesus had to be a
man in order to pay for our sins?

RYE LRESCRMARE 7, AT BRI, BESRLARAR H— N REERMTA?

10) According to Psalm 49 can one man simply make a bargain to trade his life for another? (For
example, could one pray, “God, punish me for the sins of my friend”?)

RIFERRA9E, —MARBRERMFER, RibE CHEGRBAINEEG? (i, FEARS
U, “EWW, RAKKFE, BEHRE” )



11) Therefore, what is another reason that Jesus had to be God in order to pay for our sins? (Look at
the underlined portions of those passages for help.)

Bk, AT EHRNER, BSRLHARHKA—NRERMA? (B3F LREREH T, )

We can combine all of these concepts together in the following diagram.
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The next question we need to consider is...

THEEBZENHEL...

WHAT IS JESUS CHRIST’S WORK?
HREREE B TAERAT 42

We sometimes refer to the jobs that Christ did (and still does) as his “office.” When you look at the
Scriptures you find that Christ’s office is threefold. You could say he “wears three hats.” We will
look at all three aspects of Christ’s work in this portion of our Bible study. Please read the following
passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

HEREATH “Ba” RIAREERFTi (BAREMD BMIIE. EIX2N, TRATATUZILERERHIER
PE=ZE. FA G “SHR=R7 o ER-HAESEP, BATK—ERE RSN =J5H KT
fE. BB T AL EE AR HE.

Acts 3:19-20, 22 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of
refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ... For Moses said, “The Lord
your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to
everything he tells you...”

EFeATA 3:19-20, 22 Frbh, RMNIEMGSOAIE, MEURMTMARA LAIRIR, XkE, IRLEFH T
b NETEHTORE]; ELZEIHUESRNINEE GIRED Filn. B S . “ EZA
PRATY 26 S AR B 5 AR AT I X Ake — 2 ZE MG, NAR T RATT A, ARATTAR 20T ...

Hebrews 3:1 Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on
Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess.

FAARAS 3:1 FISR AR LW, URATR S B RATI IO EE . Kk S5 A7 HR R

John 18:37 Jesus answered, “You are right in saying | am a king.”

Q8RS 18:37 MRk & ud, “IRuiIE £, 7

12) According to the italicized portions of those verses, what are the “three hats” that Christ wears?

R3E_EIRZESCRMARR Y, BRER “ S5 =H1" RM=1"?

Acts 3:18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that
his Christ would suffer.

TEREATAR 318 (EM G LR IEHINT LT, T FHEEFE R, XN T .

Jeremiah 1:7 But the LORD said to me, “... You must go to everyone | send you to and say
whatever | command you.

ERAPRFS 1.7 HRAIRE i« BUONREEERBMEN B 25, IRERE X B IHF i 14
i, AR . 7

Luke 8:1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom of God.

BEINAEE 8:1 1k I A, HRERFEWEAINE 24618, BV E AR



John 6:68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life”.
Z1MHRE 6:68 UG RIZUL:  “EW, RAKEZIE, TATLIHAMNER? 7

Titus 1:1-3 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God’s elect and
the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness— a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of
eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, and at his
appointed season he brought his word to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the
command of God our Savior.

REZH L1-3 MEANA, HEREERMELERS, FEH ik RIS O SHUR AR, 1
SR TE e 5 AR T Z Se R VRIK A, B 7 HY, #E AN TRIEAAE S W] 7 X
DI SUE AL E M IA TR 1 i & 52HE T K

Luke 10:16 [Speaking to his disciples Jesus said:] “He who listens to you listens to me; he who
rejects you rejects me;; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.”

BEINAEE 10:16 LHRERY SOWTIGERE:  “Hr MRATH R YT AR FEAARNTI B2 74
s FAA R T ILZIAM . 7

13) According to the italicized portions of those verses, what was the job of the Old Testament
prophets?

R LR ECRMARSY, [RAHEMB TIERMtA?

14) How did Jesus function as a prophet when he was working on earth?

ERERFETH B 22T, AR ATAT (5B 501X —HR T A ?

15) According to the underlined portions of those passages, how does Jesus function as a prophet and
share the Gospel today?

RYE_EIRZE ORIy, TS BERR AT S X — RS H A ZRE I ?

Leviticus 16:24 Then [the high priest] shall come out and sacrifice the burnt offering for himself
and the burnt offering for the people, to make atonement for himself and for the people.

RMIRID 16:24 UREACY Wik, 7H SHIRERF T LERIESSHE L, 9 B AT E 2R .

Hebrews 10:11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and
again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.

FAERF 10:11 NART RRIGEFERM, BAHL —FFHI5Y), X VKRR

Hebrews 9:7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never
without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.

RS 9.7 BT H R, WA RER —FE ALk, BAEAWELAECHE
kR AR



Hebrews 9:22 Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
FAARA 9:22 FALML, TEMATH AL T

16) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what was one very important job that the
Old Testament priests did?

RYE LR SR, RARAN—IREZN TR A?

17) According to Hebrews 10:11, how often was that job performed?
WE/AERF10:11, XL ESAPIT—K?

18) According to the underlined portions of those passages, what was the key component in this job?

IRYE ERZ RN, XM TR RBARRTA?

19) According to Hebrews 9:22, why was this such a key component? What was it meant to
illustrate?

WERAKF:22, RHT2AXR—ANBAB? HELEERAMTA?

Hebrews 7:26-27 Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart
from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for
their sins once for all when he offered himself.

FAOKRSS 7:26-27 BRXKEE)T LIEH. ThT7 ZEFEA. mlF AR, R 5R
IIEER . AMABIRLEREER, &HLAENE ORISR, JFEERIRRE; RO R —X
i =N P s e 1) o

John 19:30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.

ZiEgtaE 19:30 HRGRSZ T ARES, Miud: “ET ! 7 MR k, BRBEATM T .
Ephesians 5:2 Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to

God.
PAFBRTtS 5:2 IR EZIRAT, ARATETHC, UMEEEIMYFIEY), 5.

Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.
PABRRRE 1.7 AR % 7RIS 580, 2L JU45 R4

1 John 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the
whole world.

QEg— 2:2 NIATHIRAE 7RIS, AR HRONEATHIR, BRI R T AR,



Romans 4:25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our
justification.

B4 4:25 HRERENIATRILILZAT T, TN T .

20) Jesus was different from the Old Testament priests in three ways.

ERBRTE T I =AN T EA R T IHAEF

> First, the Old Testament priests made sacrifices for both the peoples’ sins and for their own
sins (cf. Leviticus 16:24 on the previous page). According to the italicized portions of these
verses, why didn’t Jesus need to do that?

B, IHAKTRMREEREN T A HKTENEAN TRMATE CHFE (ZFFIRE
6:24) . R LRLEIXRETD, AN ARKATENE CEIRRE?

> Secondly, the Old Testament priest sacrificed animals and dealt with their blood. How is
Christ different?

HIR, IRAZF CASIIVE IR, FHFER BN, BEREHARNFEE?

> Thirdly, the Old Testament priest made sacrifices every day (cf. Hebrews 10:11 on the
previous page). According to the underlined portions of the above verses, how often will
Jesus need to make the sacrifice?

B=, HAKRBREERE SERERPBL0:1D . R\ELEREXRLHS, PEHRTE
HEZDM X

21) According to Romans 4:25, what is the proof that the sacrifice that Jesus made was complete?

R$ET L $54:25, FHAUEEIEHERERATER 1145 R S84 ?

This is the most important aspect of Christ work, for it is at the heart of God’s plan of salvation. It
answers the question, “How can God’s perfect justice be satisfied without him damning the sinner?”
Christ is a “substitutionary sacrifice” on behalf of the sinner. He is a substitute in the sense that he
lived a perfect life on our behalf. And he is a sacrifice in that he gave up that life to “redeem™ us, just
as we read in Ephesians 1:7, “In him we have redemption through his blood.”

RRRG LAFREENE, - EHFBBIHRIFZL. EEET HE: “ANEFRIEN, EfER
KR TR ? 7 BERARFAN “BREW” . NEMEX L, 2R, MR
BAWEH T — A 5eRMEdr. MhthREY), MEEE rXdaRk “Ro” 81, EMEFHL78T
5: “BATEZXZETH MBI, ~

ﬁ DEFINITION: Redeem — to buy back; to pay a price to set someone free
v/

B X BE— LR, A H A IR ARG B



There is more to Christ’s work as priest. Please read the following passages and then answer the
corresponding questions.

HEANREFRBRARE TME. BHERTIIEICGFEIEHRHE.

2 Chronicles 30:27 The priests and the Levites stood to bless the people, and God heard them, for
their prayer reached heaven, his holy dwelling place.

PARET 30:27 RS, 87 FIRNGER, ARG, TS &R, M1 777
LFIR _ERIZERT

Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died -- more than that, who was raised
to life — is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Z 0,45 8:34 WEREEMANIMTRNE? ARGk C LM T, T HMIERERE, WSEHKH
i, BEEAIK.

1 John 2:1 If anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense — Jesus
Christ, the Righteous One.

K 21 HA N, ESOBEBATE bR, BRI LE ERERILE .

22) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what was another function of the Old
Testament priests?

RHE LRGSR HARY, (FAERRA— MR A7

23) According to the underlined portions of those passages, how does Jesus do this function today?

RYE_EIRZE ORIy, TS BUERR AT (X — R BT ?

Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

H R T A2 B E AR .

1 Samuel 9:17 When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the LORD said to him, “This is the man |
spoke to you about; he will govern my people.”

MEFHEAL b 9:17 iR HAE WA bk, HEAEEX AU “EE, X AR B R T
(1, At i AT R 7

1 Samuel 8:20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out
before us and fight our battles.

WEFHAC b 8:20 (EIRANVEANE —FE, A TRBIAT, SN, AHNTF4.

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to
God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

BMLHIS 15:56-57 SLMIBRE AL, TRIIBCS RS AE. B, IR BA 1M 3
HEBRIE AT RE

Hebrews 2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by
his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil.

FAARAS 2:14 JLLUEFA MAZ K, ABIEAER BT IR 2 A, 5 Z5RE LR 40




B, A SRR

24) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what did the Old Testament Kings do?
R ERECRMAR S, [RAEEMHA?

25) According to the underlined portions of those passages, what kingly things did Jesus do when he
was on earth?

R RS SCRILH Sy, SERSRTETHR, fhfi T WRLL)m E EHI%?

Ephesians 1:22-23 God placed all things under his [Christ’s] feet and appointed him to be head
over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every
way.

PABBETHS 1:22-23 SCKTIA MRfeft CRE ] WIS, 49K SE 7L B B
SR, RIITCHE A & P e .

Colossians 2:10 You have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and
authority.

BT 2:10 IROEM R I WA T F8. MEFHFNBEREGHIICE

Romans 8:38-39 For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

% 445 8:38-39 INIRIR(ETCIRRIE, 24, RRM, ZEMN, AN, LIENF,
FERERINTE, AN, AR, RAIZIEZ, FAGEMZN TS FAT Z a2 X5 e
FEFRATTI 22 2B HR R EL 11

Acts 1:9-11 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from
their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men
dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking
into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

fEREITAR 1:9-11 Ut VXl AATIEEKN G, Mt BT, R n ik, EE
AWM T . AfbAE B, AITERERKNAR, BREWNDPAFFTEAK, eSS, ¥
“CIFIRINIE, VAT 20 R ? X IFORMIEET R HRER, ORI EREAER L
%, MIEEERER. 7

2 Timothy 4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead,
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom.

REXET 4:1 IAMPIAT, FFAERR AR ASEN A HR SR AT, FE55 fth 1) S DA
PR 52

26) According to the italicized portions of those passages, how does Jesus still act as king?

W5 ERESCRMER D, SR, BRESMATRIEARETH?



27) According to the underlined portions of those passages, how will Jesus act as a king in the future?

W ERL RIS, 8RR, BERRnmENEETHE?

Luke 17:21 “The kingdom of God is within you.”
BEANAR R 17:20 P00 B AR AR AT A ]

Ephesians 6:6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of
Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.

CABEFTH 6:6 ANERAEMRATF 2, (R0 NEXH, ZEIEBEMANN, Moo FE T 5

Bo

Colossians 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.

BT 3:15 SCEMFEE B ZAEARA 10 BAE

28) The “kingdom of God” would be a reference to Christ’s reign, of course. Therefore, on the basis
of these passages, what do you think Jesus meant when he said, “the kingdom of God is within
you”?

L5, “HMHE” BRREENSNE. Hit, ET ERAE, RN, ZEREREE “F R EBER
il , fRAAEE?

On the basis of all that we have looked at in this section, how would you answer that question,
“WHAT IS JESUS CHRIST’S WORK?”

T ERBAIFrER, mMAEEHE “HRSREENTAERML” ?

Note: Another way we describe Christ’s work is through the Apostles’ Creed. For a closer look at
this, please see Appendix VII.

E: BATHRRSK TN~ ARELFREL. BEHATHEI R, BSERXLt.

TAKING IT DEEPER
PN

A) Agree or Disagree — Jesus Christ is half God and half man.
FIEE5E — ERGREE R AEM,



B) Agree or Disagree — Jesus is true God and true man in one person.

REEE — HEREEMMEARE—LE.

C) Agree of Disagree — Jesus healed the sick to show that we should care for the sick.

RIEEE — BHREBRAN, AT ESBRIIPIZRFA .

D) Agree or Disagree — The virgin birth proves that Jesus was the sinless Son of God.

FIES5E — ATELEHTHRKELEN. £ EFKILT.

E) Agree or Disagree — Jesus saved us by living a sinless life.

RIE5E — BRERERTIRRE mERRRAN.

F) Agree or Disagree — Jesus’ death pays for believers’ sins.

RIEEE —— HREREISERE T fE54ERI3R.

G) Agree or Disagree — It is possible to deny the resurrection of Christ but still be a Christian.

FAEEE — BUNEERE, BNE—2E8H#, ZRAWRHN.

H) Question: Last lesson we looked at John 5:23. “He who does not honor the Son does not honor the
Father, who sent him.” On the basis of that passage and what we have learned in this lesson, what
would you have to say about religions that deny who Jesus is, or the work that he did?

W E—REATE T LAMEES:23: “AEBTH, REAEHET RIS, 7 ETEEEX
MBATARFrER, XT ARG NIRERZ AR HRER T TAR IR S, R ittt 4?



Appendix VII — The Work of Christ According to the Apostles’ Creed
fiixt —— EFELE LEBERITAF

One way of studying the work that Christ did and continues to do is by studying the Second Article of the
Apostles’ Creed. The Apostles’ Creed does an excellent job of describing what we call Christ’s
“humiliation” and his “exaltation.” When speaking of Christ’s work, we define those terms as follows.

7 SJHRER LR il 7 MARELEA A AR, Herh— MR R A SMEAEE AR B EE L IR R
stk T EATITUCROEEE R CBRE R “ThRT o R ER TR, FATH R EEARTEE X
LU

¥4 DEFINITION: humiliation — the first part of Christ’s ministry, when he usually chose not to make full
use of his heavenly power and glory so that he might live and die in a
lowly way.

M 5z 30 PR —— B TS W0y, A R s A AR R RS ) R, SRR A:
e LLBL B 7 s 5 I AR

¥4 DEFINITION: exaltation — the part of Christ’s ministry beginning with his victorious descent into
hell when he again made full use of his heavenly power and glory.

YA 5 TR sy, WA T BIHR A AR, K S A 1 A
J& R RETT S PR

The following chart breaks the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed into sections so that we can study and
review Christ’s work.

N I R A A A AR 50 — B R LB Gy, A BARATT 2 >0 I [ L3 B 11 A%

The Second Article Notes
FE-BR PR

| believe in Jesus Christ, |This statement is a confession of who Christ is — God’s only Son, and our
his only Son, our Lord,  |Master.

RAGHEEEER, EFH  |XBECEIN TEERE — By, _OTWE.

AT, BAIKE,
Matthew 26:63-64 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to
him, “T charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the
Christ, the Son of God.”

“Yes, it is as you say.” Jesus replied.

LRMEE 26:63-64 HIREIA Fi8. KASFEDhy:  “IRAqHE KA
PINPREE S YRRANT, R LT EEAZ? 7

HRERXS Al “ORULAIZ. 7




Christ’s humiliation begins

S 2 T LT IR

who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary,
FHXR&EE, HEAL

R FTAE,

It is important to note that Christ’s conception and birth don’t mark the
beginning of his humiliation. His human birth and human body didn’t limit his
power or his glory. If that were the case, Christ wouldn’t have kept his body
after his resurrection. But when he came into this world, Christ—the king of
the universe—willingly laid aside the full use of his power and glory.

EREER: B RZ2N DA AR EEMEER I AR
A IR S AR S BRI A R BE D AR . I R ARE 1, R
HinZ)a, MHASRELEAR, E S0 FTHZE — K2
AT R, bt HA JEEGT 76 28 Al R 58 0 SR

2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you
through his poverty might become rich.

ML EF 8:9 fRIVANEIRA ] FHROR AL B i . M Ak = 2
ORI 72255, MRAIEAR 2L 55, W AR S A2 -

suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried.

EAZUNZF TR

A, BETETFRE,
I,

While Christ’s entire humble life was part of his humiliation, his crucifixion and
death was the culmination. On the cross Christ endured the essence of hell:
separation from God the Father.

BB AR B A i R LR B ) — B o), e T 2R B2 HE TR A2 AR
B BT . FEHAR b, HRERSZ 7RI SE . 5 R B4y
B,
Matthew 27:46 [Jesus cried,] “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?”
ORAEE 27:46 LHRBRAHEMWEAE Y , “IRpgsh, Ak, -9t
LEHR? 7

It is important to note that throughout Christ’s humiliation, nothing happened
to him that he didn’t allow to happen. When Judas came to betray Jesus in the
Garden of Gethsemene, Jesus knocked experienced soldiers over just with his
word, but then submitted willingly to the arrest (cf. John 18:4-11). Even Jesus’
death itself came on his own timeframe.

ERERIZ: EREERNBEANEREY, BA - FREEMS LIFE
FEMAN SCVF AR o ZAURAE R PG 5 JE el s R R O ek, B AR FfL A
Rt AT R A e () 17, SRR ARG HS Bl (S EY
AR 18:4-11) o HAEHRERH CHISERAEM H SRR R .

John 19:30 Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head
and gave up his spirit.

AWAETE 19:30 HRERUL, “RR T 7 IR Sk, R R
I

Christ’s humiliation means that he gave up the full use of his power, but it does
not mean he was powerless!

SRR B R MG e b IR 7T, (ERIXIFARRE R
FETCREMT !




Christ’s exaltation begins

S T

He descended into hell.

RELERA ] .

This is perhaps the most misunderstood phrase of the Second Article. Itis
often assumed that Christ went to hell to suffer for sins. That is inaccurate. As
we saw in Matthew 27:46, Christ suffered hell on the cross. Christ’s descent
marks the beginning of his proclamation that he was victorious in his battle
with Satan, sin, and death. It just so happens the demons were the first to hear
this message.

XA REA S BT RE ORI — A1l . AT YONEE T 21Uk
RIS . XA LI BAVE 2 KE G 2746, HRERTE
TR B2 T IR v B B MO B AT R B S L, R
FIBET (A HE o DRI RE S A 28— Wi BT 2

1 Peter 3:18-19 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for
the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body
but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached
to the spirits in prison.

BARRTT 3:18-19 PIILEHE —JONIRRZH, Wi IARE A X
(K1, NESIFAIBIMEAT. LEREU, thidast; s R
Y, MBEIE T ARFEX R W EALE S AR MR R R

Colossians 2:15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

MBFEFS 2:15 BRH — VI . ERUNk, HESANE, #
HE+THREHE.

The third day he rose
again from the dead.

BERMFEANFETE,

At this time Jesus began to announce his resurrection to his followers by
making a series of appearances. Paul describes these appearances in1
Corinthians 15.

X, HRERHEE — RANRBL JHRAM i s SR RS RE AR
PR AT 155 Ao BB X L B AT 1A

1 Corinthians 15:5-8 He appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.
After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the
same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of
all he appeared to me also.

MRS EH 15:5-8 FHESIIESE, AR+ &R Ak
—INBHTAZHILE, Hh—KFRWMASIEE, AWf Oz
TH. URESMESE, BRAERMEEES, KT HESEE.

These numerous appearances illustrate that the doctrine of Christ’s resurrection
is crucial. Jesus wanted many witnesses so that there could be no doubt that he
did indeed rise, because, without the resurrection, God’s plan of salvation isa
sham:

KRR DRI 1 AR B B R E N . Wk PrLZ R %
WAL, XA ARSI RS 1. WURMRERAT R, Lan R
TR =




1 Corinthians 15:17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile;
you are still in your sins.

B HIH 15:17 B EA WG, TROIEFRIER, /RIS
fERAL.

He ascended into heaven
JEHAR

Christ’s ascension is a crucial event for our faith, as well. The ascension shows
that Christ’s redemption work is truly complete. Otherwise, he wouldn’t have
left. Christ ascension assures us that the payment for our sins is final and
complete. Heaven is ours!

BB TR AT FRATHE O R Ui 2 O . TR T BB () R
TAERIERZER T &0, i AS@EIr. BRI RARANRIE T, Xt
BAVRMIEE R R LM AT T . REZLFRA T !

John 14:2-3 [Jesus said,] “In my Father’s house are many rooms;; if it
were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where | am.”

AEEE 14:2-3 [HRERUL, 1 “AERXWKBEFZAEL; HREA,
TR D HEIRAT T« MEFZ AN TGEHTT 2. A ZNRA T
THUT, A FREARA BT B 25, FRAEHL, MARITHRAERE . 7

and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father
almighty.

MEERX EWHA
b7

Christ is ruling over all things for our good. He does this as prophet, priest,
and king. (cf. Lesson 4 of “Faith Builders”)

BN SE T . fhdsem, 245w, 2EE. (ZF
“EoriE” BT

From there he will come
to judge the living and
the dead.

KRNI EREIG, =
%JEA! %}\o

At this time — Judgement Day — no one will be able to deny that Jesus is
Lord. As children of God, we long for this day to come, that we might go to
our true home — heaven!

FEMI —— SAH —— A ARSI £ (N B
T BAVARIZ R ER, FATRER B BATH LR H —— RE!

2 Peter 3:13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward
to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.

BARIEH 3:13 HRA TG IRV, BrEF R g, 7 SR
i




Lesson 5 % H ik

IBaptism &34l

In past studies we have looked at the way God grants us the forgiveness of sins. We’ve
seen that forgiveness is not dependant on our good works, but rather God offers it to
us because of Christ’s work. We’ve seen that we receive the forgiveness of sins
through faith. And we’ve seen that this faith is created and strengthened by the Holy
Spirit working through God’s Word. All of this God does simply because of his grace
— that undeserved love that he feels for all people.

FEZRIR¥IH, BAIERT LG TRINIBENT R RIMER, BEARET
BNBEFTR, LG TRNOBIFEREEEHN T/ RINER, RIEERFLEAR
ZidE. BANVER, REOLRBERFSE LWKIEERCIEH BEK. B3
RV R T r R s —Ahse e AR E .

In our next two lessons we want to look at other ways that God shares his grace with
us — through the Sacraments. We define the sacraments in this manner:

ETEKE RS, BRI —EEST LFERMNIZBROEET — &
4l BATEEALBENT E X

W4 DEFINITION: A Sacrament — is:
1. asacred act instituted by Jesus
2. in which the words of forgiveness are linked to something we can see and touch
3. by means of which God offers, gives, and assures us of the forgiveness of sins,
salvation, and eternal life

WS EAL—— R
L.l EAR 5 5L K A
2. FEMLTR, BT 53T SR B 4 PG B
3. BAX-TH, ARG BT SRR, MK

Using that definition we see only two sacraments in the Scriptures: Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. Just like God’s Word, these Sacraments serve as ways God shows us
his grace. In church terminology, we often call these “Means of Grace.”

BEX—E X, BRNEIXLTRERANEL: ZRALNERIL. B ERRIEE—
B, EREZXWANEALFRARMNEN TR BER. BERES, RIOTEEFERA
“ml@E\‘” o

DEFINITION: Means of Grace — the gospel in Word and sacraments, by which God
v offers and gives us the forgiveness of sins, salvation, and eternal life

wy B BB R ——AF LA IR IE AL P AR, AL R R HOF B 4 AT
Y E NI TS S P FiNa

We begin the study of the sacraments by looking at baptism. And the questions that
we will want to answer in this study are:



What is baptism?

How can water save us?

For whom is baptism intended?

What does my baptism mean for me today?

* & o o

BATR ABALRIF AR EALKI 2 o FEAR A Aok S [ 25 )
HaRrBeal?

KT BEAR R ERAT ?

VeALR N A R ?

RIFALN R F—REREHA?

*

* & o

WHAT IS BAPTISM?
Harteil?

Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

HBBE T FIZ SO EE AR .

Ephesians 5:25-26 Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing
her by the washing with water through the word.

DABBRTHS 5:25-26 B R H L, NESHC, EAAEEELHLSUE, ROV,

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

DXEE 28:19 Frbl, RAZE, MATRMERMTIE, B T ERE AT

Matthew 3:11 [John the Baptist said,] “I baptize you with water...”
LREE 3:11 [Ekdymid, 1“2 ASRIES...”

Acts 8:36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look,
here is water. Why shouldn’t | be baptized?”

FEARATA 8:36 — AEAERIE, BITAKMMTT, KN FW, XEAA REWA
LR "

1) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what is one component of Baptism?

RYE ERESC /A7, ALK — AN AR~ A7

2) According to the underlined portions of those passages, what is the other component of Baptism?

R _EIRECRILH D, TALB AN HRER R4 2

Ephesians 5:25-26 Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing
her by the washing with water through the word.

PABBFT S 5:25-26 B EH L, NBaEC, EHKHEEELER A MAEi.



3)

4)

Acts 22:16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away,
calling on his name.

fEREITAE 22:16 BLAEARONATAMEENE? ok, SREMMIA Y, AL HITE-

Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins...”

fEREITAE 2:38 iUt IR N E MG, ZHRERELE 44320, MARMTA R, ”

Mark 16:16 [Jesus said,] “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved...”
OAfEH 16:16 [LHRERUL, 1 “{EWiszdef, LRER.”

John 3:5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is
born of water and the Spirit.”

KEREE 3:5 WAL  “ILLAEEME IR, NEANRMKIERER, BAREBER ]
o »

According to the italicized portions of those verses, what does baptism do?

R R SCRAI D, Al A4

Therefore, what gifts are offered in the sacrament of baptism? (Look at the underlined portions
of those passages.)

Bk, BALsS T T RIM 2L (B3F EREXHEHD. D

On the basis of what we’ve looked at so far, how would you answer that question, “WHAT IS
BAPTISM?”

RGERATEH AUFTER, MEZRE, “Hagdkil? ”

The next question we need to consider is...

T ARELRNHEEL...



HOW CAN WATER SAVE US?
KR AR ERATHT ?

Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

BB T AIESOFE MR F .

5)

6)

Romans 6:3-5 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we
have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his

resurrection.

F 045 6:3-5 S AAFINTIR LI EFFHINAZZ BN ? Frek, FA TS BE
FLIAASE, Aifh— [ HEZE, 5O I EATT— 25— s E AR, BB REE SRS R
s —F . BAVE LSRR E S, B2 B IR AR B £

1 Peter 3:21 This water [the water of the flood at the time of Noah] symbolizes baptism that now
saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward
God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

AR 3:21 iX7K LVEIRHRRIBK 2K Y BrR B RSEAL,  BIUTE A% 2 J5af 24 B G AR
PRATs R PALAACE T BRELAARINTS RS, HORAERPTH AT L7 1 RO

Galatians 3:27 All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
ndeRFs 3:27 VRATTSZVE I N BB IR HR & AL T .

According to the italicized portions of those passages, to whom are we linked when we are
baptized?
R BIRESCRMERR S, ARMZEZE, RINGHERET?

Therefore, the power of baptism to offer forgiveness doesn’t come from the water. Where does
that power to forgive come from? (Look at the underlined portions of those passages.)

Eit, HALGFRIERIREIHIERE TK. IAKBIRKIGE I NFAITIRIE? (S EiRZ
RI&Hoy. D

Baptism offers forgiveness of sins and salvation by linking us to Christ. Through baptism, we receive
the benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection. Let’s look at how this is accomplished. Please read
the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

FHERBAT SRR, Al TRAITBERNER . Biddesl, BRAIAR TREFL MR EREAL.
EBRNBEF XA T 540 EE AR .

Romans 3:22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
B 3:22 WAt L, Bl ZHR R E Ings — UG A

1 Corinthians 15:14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your
faith.



B RS 15:14 HHERA RN, WAL @R, RITIT A1 B AR

Galatians 2:16 We know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ.

hrRFS 2:16 BERTE AR XA REATHNE, TR H EHRRIEE , ERA W 5T I 6L,
FEFRATIIN 2B RR L

Romans 15:18-19 | will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished
through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what | have said and done — by the power of
signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit.

% 545 15:18-19 B 1 A RERMAO LT, AT AMAEGR, RIRRERFEE, Hf
WA HEGEST, IFERIGETT, MBI

Ephesians 1:17 | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give
you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.

CLBBERH 1:17 SRIBATEHRERIL B 000, ZRREMIAL, G N ERE /R R AT,
PRATT L 0 A

7) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what is it that links a person to Christ?

R ERZESCRMAT Y, R AENMEEERERR?

8) According to the underlined portions of those passages, how is that link established?

IRYE IR RN 7, XA R A R ?

Now let’s look precisely at what happens in baptism. Please read the following passages and then
answer the corresponding questions.

BB —ERFAES, EHRALTRETH 2. EHEIETIIEIOGHEE AR EE.

John 3:5-6 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is
born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.”

LQEAET 3:5-6 HPfiki: “IRSLILAEAERIEIRIR, NAEARMOKFI ZRAH), A RERER )
H. WASAERBERNS; NRERZR. 7

Titus 3:4-5 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because
of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

RZ45 3:4-5 (HE 7 HATR: 1 B RNV ) P it 1) 28 52 S W I, A (SR 17 AT,
FHARREATA CHATHI S, JhrE A0, FEAE B A A A = R T

Acts 2:38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

fEREAT AR 2:38 A5 Ut “URATA NE, ZHRORELE A4 20, WARMTHIIRASHG At
SR R, 7 GE: AR IEON “9UERIA” . O



9) Earlier we said that baptism consisted of water connected to God’s Word. In these passages we
see why the Word is the part of baptism that gives it power. According to the italicized portions
of those passages, who works through the Word in baptism?

BIEEATH, BeAlR i ERREESKEEARKN. £ LEREXH, BITBEINH 2 LFH
WIERTHRALIE. RE LREXRAR S, AL EFRIEMI?

10) Based on the answers to questions #7, 8, and 9, what do you think “the gift of the Holy Spirit” is
in Acts 2:38?

WIEEE 7. 8 9, TRINAMEHATE 2:38 PIREIN “ERIALY” ~RHA?

On the basis of what we have looked at in this section of our Bible study, how would you answer that
guestion, “HOW CAN WATER SAVE US?”

EHTEERBAVFTER, WAEEEE, “KmREE®RNMI? ~

THE WATER OF BAPTISM, IN AND OF ITSELF, IS POWERLESS TO DO ANYTHING. HOWEVER,
THROUGH GOD’s WORD, WHICH IS CONNECTED WITH THE WATER, THE

CREATES (OR STRENGTHENS) SAVING

PERSON’S HEART. THIS THEN LINKS THAT PERSON TO

TALHIK, MEFBME, RERANAN. RN, ETEKEER LFKIEE,

EARLREAE (BERD &BH o REERXNMANE

HHER




You could illustrate it this way:

PREr AR T 7 =i B -
BAPTISM’S POWER ALK & This illustrates that the
water, by itself, could
the HOLY SPIRIT works by... accomplish nothing.
But coupled with
XRFE. ML God’s powerful Word

the miracle of baptism
takes place.

XERRETK, BH

&, AR

H5 b KEEIIEAH

connecting to Christ B, \ R ABEALHI AT
through faith BRET .

sTiee |l wmreo s

“WASHING OF REBIRTH”
“EE Y

-connected to-

-

GOD’S WORD
S WATER /K

topromise
forgiveness

The next question that we need to consider, then, is...

THRENTBTEEFEREER...
FOR WHOM IS BAPTISM INTENDED?
VAL RN ?
Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

H R T A2 B E AR .

Psalm 14:3 (also Romans 3:12) There is no one who does good, not even one.

R 143 (ARF5H 3:12) ZH17#H, E—MEEA.

Romans 3:23 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
B A5 3:23 N A TFE, 56k T H 2=

Genesis 8:21 Every inclination of [mankind’s] heart is evil from childhood.
BT 8:21 AN L BIRF B

Psalm 51:5 Surely I have been a sinner from birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

WiR 51:5 JRTEAREERIA MY, EREPRMIRRIN RAtA 1 5.

John 3:6 Flesh gives birth to flesh. (Note: “flesh” in the New Testament is often used in the sense
of “sinful nature.”)



AEET 3:6 NASLEMFZERNE. OF: EHAE “WE” KW TRE “GI R4

. D

Romans 8:7 The sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.

Z A5 8:7 JFUREIM AR, sRSHAN: BUVAIRM L, AR,

Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death.

Z 0,45 6:23 JR LAY J525E.

2 Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell..
AR 2:4 HURRAAC 798, MERA RS, GIEMIISERR.

11) According to the italicized portions of those passages, who is guilty of sin?

R4 EIRZSCRMAR Y, WERAIERI?

12) According to the underlined portions of those passages, at what time in our lives are we first
considered guilty of sin in God’s eyes?

RYE LIRS CRILH 7y, £ EFRE, RATHEGMTARMBIT BRI FRH?

13) According to the portions of those passages that are printed in boldface, what happens if our sin
is not taken care of?

R4 EIRZESCHEAER S, MRRMKFBARERE, BeREHA?

Acts 22:16 Be baptized and wash your sins away.

EREATAE 22:16 RGN Z 20, L HHIFE.

John 3:5 Unless a man [literally “Unless anyone...”] is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God.

LKEgREE 3:5 AN [FHEl “AEfTA.” 1 BARAOKRER AR, AR E.

Acts 2:38-39 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for
you and your children...”

fEREAT4E 2:38-39 ASUL:  “IRMI N E Mg, ZHRBRILE M4 S28E, MIITHITERZRG 5
DR PTIGIER . RO N RS RITARITI L. 7

14) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what does baptism do to sins?

R4 _EIRESCRMARR Y, BeALX R4 2



15) According to the underlined portions of those passages, whom is this blessing meant for?

RYE EREICRILH 7, XA AR RS R ?

Therefore, one way we can tell for whom baptism was intended is by looking at who has the need for
baptism. The second way we can tell for whom baptism was intended is by looking at Jesus’
command to his disciples (including us) which he gave before he ascended into heaven.

Bk, BRI EREGAL, BATTUMERALRANEREN . A mE AL N ERE T
X, EAEEIRETRITGEIIE (BRERAD BRMEw.

Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you.

LoRARE 28:18-20 HRBRAEATR, XHAISE: K LM FAra IR aIG %8 # 7 FTeh, IR
1%k, 0 RAERIIIIGE, £ 7. EROAEMATHDE. NIRRT, #H
fbf iy, 7

16) According to the italicized portion of those passages, what does Jesus have?

R LIRESCRMAR S, BRERIIAA?

17) And according to the underlined portion of those passages, what does Jesus ask us to do?

RYE LR ECRIL 7, BESRERNMT 47

18) Who do you think would be included in “all nations”?
IR “HR” BIEHER?

Incidentally, it’s important to note that Jesus does not command baptism alone. Not only are the
disciples to baptize, they are to “teach... everything.” Baptism is not a magic ritual which saves a
person, no matter what. Baptism is a miracle through which the Holy Spirit creates saving faith. But
can faith ever be lost? Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding
questions.

ERERKR, FERHFRAERIVENRESE. TREMUERYE, MIIEE “E)bir” . %L
AR TR EFMEEEE — NN BIE N FALR— A ERFAEWANEERIAE DL, EHRE
DEREG? ERE T FIEIOF EIE R .



1 Corinthians 10:12 If you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!
M EZEIH 10:12 B LSRR, U, fe k().

Luke 8:13 They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.
BInAEE 8:13 ARl E I AHME, MEBWREIR)E T .

Psalm 119:28 Strengthen me according to your word.
W 119:28 RARIEAR A {3 R 57 !

19) On the basis of those passages, can a person fall away from faith?

BT LRSI, ARREFLG?

20) How does the Holy Spirit keep our faith strong?
2% R A0 ey B [ i 3RA 1 BAE 0 ?

On the basis of what we have looked at in this section of our Bible study, how would you answer that
question, “FOR WHOM IS BAPTISM INTENDED?”

T ERBAIFrER, MRS RS “HALRNERER? 7

However, that is something that not all church bodies believe and confess. Some churches refuse to
baptize infants. We maintain that the Scriptures are clear on the matter. “All nations” is a clear
statement. The burden of proof is on those who would claim that “all nations” would not include
children. They must produce evidence — from Scripture — which would show that children are not
to be included. Additionally, the teaching that we are sinful from the moment of conception (due to
original sin) is clear. God’s intention to damn sinners is clear. And his promise to save sinners
through the means of grace, which includes baptism, is crystal clear. Arguments against infant
baptism are never made on a Scriptural basis. For a more detailed look at the fallacy behind
rejections of infant baptism, please see Appendix VIII.

R, HARFIEHUSWMEEHANZ — . BEHIEL Nk, RINBRFELEX K LR
MERK. “AR” B—MRBRIKER. iEARRERERLER “AR” PMEZTHIAS L.

AT LAEHIER — AEEER — RUARTAREE “TR” 9. ik, BRITBZANRE
£ (HTEPE HWHIURBEN. LHEBREIFAMREBERN. MNFEIHER—XEHE

BAL—REEEAN, ERTFEREN. RABILENRANREEETEL, WEESL THRT

L)L RUR, BSERFR/N\.



The final question we need to consider is...

REREBER HER. ..

WHAT DOES MY BAPTISM MEAN FOR ME TODAY?
WAL R F—REREA?

Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

B T A& E AR F .

Galatians 5:17 The sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is
contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other.

PR 5:17 BONISIR AR A5, ERAERA S, ZPIA R A

Romans 6:3-6 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we
have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with himin his
resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.

o4 6:3-6 AN TR Z Y IHANFLE HRER AL ZRIHAARAIZED 2 Bril, AT#EAE
PEALIAATE, Fifh—[FIHEZE, JE2nBAT— 28— s B e, (RIEERE A SR AL
BAEW—#. FANEAEMSERIR ESEE, BEAMREKNIR LSRG . BOvRE
AR AR R T+ 58, AEAR 5 K4, FHIRATAEAEFRAIBAD .

Colossians 2:11-12 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not
with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, having
been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who
raised him from the dead.

BT 2:11-12 (RATFEAD B2 7 AR NTFIATIEIAL, o H B A RAT D 25 AR T Ak
EAL. RATBEZ Y S —FHEZE, trEtt S5h— R EWE, #EE A IE i
DA

21) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what does our sinful nature always want?

R4 _EIRZESCRMARR Y, BATRTREABZG AT A ?

22) According the the underlined portions of those passages, what is one of the things baptism does?

R _EIRE LRI, YAl T — A F?

23) Therefore, what is one thing that our baptism should remind us of every day? (Look at the
portions of those passages printed in boldface.)

ik, BITREALGRBERBERIINTA? (3F LRECEERD. D



We will not always succeed in living that “new life” — a life that gives perfect glory to God. Therefore
baptism will remind us of something else, as well. Please read the following passages and then answer
the corresponding questions.

BN BRRIMIE “FrEa” — —PMERFR TR Ew. FHit, Sl REBRITNE
H. HHETHEIOFEEAHR A .

Psalm 38:18 | confess my iniquity; |1 am troubled by my sin.
"R 38:18 LE KA AREE, JRE KRR /02K
2 Corinthians 7:10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation.

HMEEF 7:10 BUOAKE SR LR, SRR BA Rk, DEESH.

Galatians 3:27 All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
bndeRF: 3:27 URATTZZHE I N EE AR 2 BRI B 1.

Acts 20:21 | have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and
have faith in our Lord Jesus.

FEAEATAE 20:21 SRR NI FJE NAEW] 2 [ pf ek, (EEEREHRIRIEE .

24) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what will we do when we fail in our life of
service to God and commit sin?

R4 EIRESCRMER Y, SJBAVERMNB AT, RERF LFHFRER, RIOISERE?

25) Part of repentance is remembering why we have forgiveness. When we sin, where do we turn for
forgiveness? (Look at the underlined portions of those passages.)

R — R, FEILAMABATHERE Tk, JBRAVEIRN, BATE RSB %L
? (ZFERZXRN&EHT- D

u DEFINITION: Repentance — sorrow over sin accompanied by reliance on Christ alone for forgiveness

n%)‘(: M —— 9 R VCRS, I A A S A

When we commit sin, our baptism reminds us that Christ’s righteousness covers over that sin (cf.
Galatians 3:27). We therefore have the comfort of knowing that when God looks at us he doesn’t see
our sinfulness, but Christ’s perfection. That comfort is the beauty of baptism. It is summed up well in
the following passage:

SRAVCIRE, BATHIBEALIRIBERAT, BRI SCERE T BANTR (SFEMHRT 3:27) « RATHEYL
AR, MEZLEHERMNOEE, MFIKHFIRRINNTE, TREBFHTRITHR. XELRLTEALK
ZRZE. THRNEXR —MRFHES:

Isaiah 54:10 “Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for

you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed," says the LORD, who has compassion
on you.

DAFEF: 54:10 “ R LLRIT, /AMLATRLER: HERKEZDARIHR, P22
T, 7 XA PALAR T HR AN HE B o



Baptism is a way that God makes a “covenant of peace” with us. A covenant is a legal agreement
between two parties. This covenant is based only on the work of Jesus Christ. The beauty of baptism
is that even when we aren’t faithful in keeping God’s commands, God is faithful in offering us
forgiveness. His love for us “will not be shaken.” His covenant will not “be removed.” Incidentally,
God’s covenant of peace — his promise to forgive — is the reason that we don’t need to be re-
baptized every time we sin. Our unfaithfulness cannot negate God’s faithfulness!

VAl B SRV —A “FF2Z 4”7 . LRI FTE—MNERDN. XL ERE
THEREENTIE. BLZRETREIRINEHF BB T L2 Bkn, LHRNRGESSHES T
BATBIR . MFBRATHIE “AaBhiR” o AEAH “BE” . EHONTFZY — N
MBI — ERBIIAFTEERREREEERENIRE. BITWANSWITES N L/ HESK!

On the basis of what we have looked at in this portion of our Bible study, how would you answer that
question, “WHAT DOES MY BAPTISM MEAN FOR ME TODAY?”

T EARBAIFrER, WAESEHE “RETEALSRIG—REREH 2?7

MY BAPTISM SERVES AS A DAILY REMINDER THAT...

HveALEE H IR ...

TAKING IT DEEPER...
WAEE...

A) Agree or Disagree — The power of baptism lies in the holy water.

FABES — HALWBRAETEK.

B) Agree or Disagree — Baptism is a ceremony where we say that we want God to take care of this
person.

FAESE — WALRRMNAE L7 BB H— M.



C) Agree or Disagree — Babies are too young to understand baptism.

FREE — BILAAT, TreEMESAL.

D) Agree or Disagree — Babies are too young to believe in Jesus.

FREE — BILAAT, THEMEEHERER.

E) Agree or Disagree — It makes no difference whether you are baptized or not.

AREE — ZBEESTERAEMXAMN.

F) Agree or Disagree — You should be re-baptized if you switch churches.

FARET — WREERHES, WA ZEHZE.

G) Agree or Disagree — We lose the blessings of baptism if we don’t act like Christians.

FAREE — WRBINUTENMREERE, RIVERETHRALKBE.

H) Agree or Disagree — Babies who die without baptism are damned.

FABEE — BH XML,

I) Question: Is it necessary that someone be baptized in order to be saved? Why or why not?

R —DNANBAZHA RERBG? AR AR ENE?

J) Question: Baptism is given to us by Christ in the New Testament. The Old Testament believers
didn’t have baptism. Does this mean they were somehow “less Christian”? Why or why not?

W PeALRFAPERSFGARIN. IHAGREAL . XRWEMITR “BRENGERE”
g2 A ARBAH AR RIR?

K) Question: Who has the power to baptize?
IR P HEBERIEE S ?



L) Question: If baptism creates faith, why don’t we fly over a football stadium with a blimp, dump
thousands of gallons of water on the crowd, and announce over the loudspeaker, “I baptize you in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”?

F: WREALOERED, I ARITRAE VR (B2 L2, LTIk
A, RERFEBEA, “REER. EF. BROLLHIHERE" 2

M) Exercise — In Appendix IX you will find Martin Luther’s summary of the doctrine of Holy
Baptism as it appears in the Small Catechism. Read through that summary and determine if itis
an accurate confession of what the Bible teaches.

23 ERFAS, FUUERS TREENMIETXNZHEALBNNELE . BRZELE, BEX
RB RN ELH I IEHAIN .



Appendix VII1 — Arguments Against Infant Baptism
fR )\ —— RXT LB R

The arguments against infant baptism generally fall into two categories. Some of them deal with the
sinfulness of children, and others deal with the faith of children. The following is a list of various
arguments that are leveled against infant baptism, and Scriptural responses to them.

SO B LRI RUER By s, —RERTEZTHARE, H—RKMERTEZTHE L. THZ
RSB IIE R LR EA & L2 1 B

ARGUMENT — Infants are too young and innocent to commit sin.

wR — BT, BRI .

This argument doesn’t acknowledge what the Bible says about original sin. In Psalm 51:5 King David
writes that he was “sinful from the time my mother conceived me.” Jesus explains in John 3:6 that, “Flesh
gives birth to flesh.” The Bible makes no distinction between “original sin” and “actual sin.” There is no
hint that God tolerates original sin. The Bible teaches that if sinful actions are done in ignorance, God still
considers them sinful (cf. Hebrews 9:7). Sinful actions that are committed against our will are still
considered sinful (cf. Romans 7:19). The Bible teaches clearly that God intends to punish the person who
commits sin with hell (cf. Exodus 34:7; 2 Peter 2:4).

R R A AN EL T F SRR . FEFHE 51571, K EET R “FEIRER MR I 5T
AT o HMRAEL SRS 36T EREE “ WA S ERFERGS” « ZLBCHAE “JFAE7 M KRR
ZIEH X 7 o WEAARTIE R R B A 2 50 e T RAT, WREW TR TR B
TR SRR (BERAKRS 97  BRBATEEIIENIREEACVEA RN (ZEY 56
719 o XLERMACTHAN], B BEHMMITTIER N (ZFEHRAAD 347, 1iRET 24) .

Additionally, this argument minimizes what is considered sinful. Attitudes and thoughts can be every bit as
sinful as speech or actions (cf. Ephesians 2:3). The two-month old who screams in anger because he is
hungry is guilty of actual sin, even though he doesn’t know what he is doing.

FAb, XA IREEE R ML T . SEMEBES FEAMTA AT RN (ZEURITTH
2:3) o WAHBEILBEDYAb R iAo, A ASRR), RERIFARE B SE M4 .

All sin — both original and actual — is washed away through the miracle of baptism.

FrARIEE —— iR 2 RIREEATE —— #E AL A gEstiF -

ARGUMENT — God doeesn’t hold infants accountable for sins they commit before they are old
enough to understand what they are doing. (This is sometimes known as the “age of
accountability.”)

WR — ERIVEHEZH, EHASERMIIFHATIBHRATE. CXARHBYARN “A 5
IR D o

In order to deny the Biblical teaching of infant baptism you need to manufacture supporting “truths” which
have no basis in Scripture. As stated above, there are clear passages declaring the sinfulness of children,
and clear passages declaring God’s intentions to punish sin. But there is no passage which suggests that
God ever ignores sin because of the age of the sinner.

NTTINELT T2 )LME, TEBGRA LM “ R K3, b, REA3



ORI FE N Z TR, AR EGEEE Y L TR K. (BB R A Uk B
SRR EE 1T 2 AL b R

The “age of accountability” teaching is horrible, for it attempts to counter God’s threats to punish sin with a
man-made theory which is contrary to clear passages of Scripture. If the sinfulness of infants is plainly
taught, and God’s promise to punish sin is plainly stated, then the way that children escape that punishment
must be equally plain. The way to escape God’s threats to punish sin is revealed in God’s Word. God
offers forgiveness of sins through baptism.

Kt “HIASTAER” MR RRAMAR, EnlE A 5 R EO GBS, Rt 7
TARA B . IR ELIF R T RAVZ LA IRN, HEREINRNSEEFEEN, BasT
WEBER A 4 75 At SRS R RIS 2 1o BB B AR AR AT 30, AR LA (ihih D B B K
EariE AL T BATAR AR R .

ARGUMENT — God offers forgiveness through faith in Jesus. Infants and little children can not
understand Jesus Christ and his work.

wR — EWESERKENE O THIRE. BILENET A REEARIRERA K TR,

This argument assumes that saving faith is only the cognitive recognition that Jesus was born in a stable,
that he lived a perfect life, that he died on the cross, that he rose again. But the Bible describes faith as
more than an intellectual process. It is more than mere head-knowledge. Romans 10:10 — “It is with your
heart that you believe...”

AR REGE, BEEO R EEMIARIMES, YORBIHRERFEEAE DA, AbiS T e Se i ddr,
MAEAE IR L, SRIE XEE T o HREELMIBE OAAGE — DN R . AR KK k1
e F54510:10 —— « BFDY AL BAHME.

The Bible teaches that this heart-knowledge is something that we cannot come to possess by our own
power. In Ephesians 2:8 Paul writes, “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Faith is given to us as a gift. And since God is all powerful, it isno
more miraculous for him to give that gift to an unbelieving infant as it is for him to create faith in the heart
of an unbelieving adult.

ELHFHAN], BAORMPGERAILIE A R ERIRGEH . 2.8, RT 52,
DR RCEAFR, WRERE; ZIFARETAC, JIRMIEGH” o 502 Ewha BATMAL
Y. LanRafen. B, EfRE X MLIIGES AMEREIL, 5 ERmEAE R REN O AlE
5, AT 5.

In addition to this, the Bible teaches that children can have faith. In Matthew 19:14 we read, “Jesus said,
‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.”” In Mark 10:15 Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God
like a little child will never enter it.” Christ himself describes these little children as already possessing the
kingdom of heaven. And there is nothing in the Bible that speaks of people possessing the kingdom of
heaven outside of saving faith. Therefore when Jesus tells us that those little children have received the
kingdom of God, he is telling us they possess saving faith. More than that, he even says children have faith
we should emulate. Little children accept whatever is told them without questioning. You can point to the
sky and call it green, and a little child will embrace your word simply because you spoke it. God asks us to
embrace his Word in that child-like faith.

BrRibz b, ZLBFEANZTAIUAE G SRMELIG14FATELD],  “Hisky, b7 213K



KER, AZEEIEAAT PUOSERER, IERXFEMANT 7 o £S5 E10:159, HRskid, “3%
EEVRIRAT, FLEZRZMEE, SABNET, WiAmdtE. 7 ERR AR N Z T2
WA RE . MERLTTEA RS, NREERBE O ZIMIA RE. Kk, ZHRERE Jrf XL
MNETELIE TRE, e SFRITRE N T Cala T IREE L. A0 t, iR
BNZ T BAINLZ AT HE oo /INMZ T ZTERE R RS2 NS YRATT I — D0l . URATBAFR R R
UKL, DT E AR, RO RSE 17X A7 BRI LUK Ah £ 5 M ok
B IEE

These are not the only examples of the Bible describing children having saving faith. In Matthew 18:6
Jesus says, “But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him
to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” The Greek
word there for “believe in” is a form of PISTEUO. It’s the same word that appears over and over in the
following portion of John’s Gospel, where saving faith is clearly described.

EAARTE ERPAAEE T /N T ARG 0o RS RS 18:67% T, HRERDL,  “ FLAEX(EIR
I — DT RREN, B AT R A R NS L, DIERER” o AECh, ZRHRK 57
FEPISTEUOH —FiE . XA R ML EHE S R E B, FREIR T IRR1E .

The Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes (PISTEUO) in
him may have eternal life. "For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not
believed in the name of God's one and only Son.” (John 3:14-18)
ATk, W—P{E (PISTEUO) fR#R#FKAE (B
fE: M—UMEIALEM B EEKAE) o “MZHN, HEERWphA 1
WeaAbAT, M—PIEME, ARKT:, RIABKAE. B ZEME LT3
i, ARBEMARSE (EUE: SAHN TED , TR Ea i AR
B FEBAN, APOETR: MERIAN, FRCKE T, BV AE
AT, 7 (AR 3:14-18)

This might raise the question, “How young can a child be and still have faith? One year? Six months? Six
weeks?” There would be no reason to limit. Consider the following two portions of Scripture.

WYL XA, 2T AT A EOR? —E? NPT NDER? 7 AR
M EBREFER . B NEMAL .

People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the
disciples saw this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to him
and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. | tell you the truth, anyone who
will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter

it." (Luke 18:15-17)

ANHE H O 22K WHRER, ZABAMAT: T Wt 3TN
HRERADAYABAI ISR, Ui:  “ibNZ TR ER, AZEEIEAAT, BIvTE
PEFIER RN . FRSEAEHVRIRAT, NLEARZEE, HABNZ
T, WiARedi k. 7 (EEINHEE18:15-17)



When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed:
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But
why am | so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As
soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb
leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said
to her will be accomplished!" (Luke 1:41-45)

AR —Wr AL 7 22, Frics e st ig ks, PAAMA B e R
FEWE, mEAE Y RIE PR AR ARETVR iR R A AR !
AR BEFIFX R, X2 W BEAFHINE? BRI PR IA) 22/ 75 & — A3k
H, 3R B faox s wkah . ARSI 2 FRARR Y By 3 b B i
SRS . 7 (AR 1:41-45)

The italicized words in those passages come from the same Greek word — BREPHAE. 1t’s a word used to
describe a child anywhere from inside the womb to the pre-toddler years. In that first section Jesus says
that these babies possess the kingdom of God. In the second section, Elizabeth, speaking under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, explains that the reason her baby leapt was for joy. While the main purpose
of this passage is not to establish an age at which God could create faith, it does illustrate there would be
absolutely no reason to limit it. And if God can work joy at being in the presence of his Savior in an
unborn infant, God can create saving faith in whomever he pleases.

IR RMAER 2k B B AN B 1E —— BREPHAE. % Sl Htiid M BEE b 2 B i % 2
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[The disciples] asked, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and
said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.” (Matthew 19:25,26)

[AEAEY i, “IXFEUEREAS KRR ? BREREEMAT, Wi “TENXEARE
0, fEMLEEEE. 7 (BKHET519:25,26)

The argument that children cannot have saving faith essentially makes faith into something we accomplish
through our intellectual capacity. It makes faith, a gift of God, into a good work. While we can’t
understand how a child has faith, we believe it because the Bible tells us it is true.

T T AREINEIRBUF ORI AL, HATURRAF QAR T JA &L FATHE 18801 2% 58 R F145 .
RAERE O MG THALARR T8 Lo BAREATCIEP R 7 R A 506, (H2IRATH
fBe, POELERFRITERAMN.

ARGUMENT — Baptism is described in Scripture as something that we do as an act of obedience to
Christ’s command. Infants are too small to make a decision to obey Christ and be
baptized. Therefore baptism should be delayed until the child is old enough to
decide to be baptized.

BR — ELFTHBRRBALRRAIEMIBREE ar 21T A, BILAAT, ToiEMHRAREE
FHRLEHRE. Fit, BHALMZIERBIZ T KRG, 8% 8 CMoE K.



This argument really gets to the heart of the matter of what baptism is. Is baptism something we do for
God, or is baptism something God does for us? Consider the following passages.

R R EIERE RN AR AL %L . Pl R BT B it 1%, I s N IAT T
M 8% T IE,

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy,

cleansing her by the washing with water through the word. (Ephesians

5:25,26)

BBRH s, RBsEC. ERKEEEEAST, BNE.
(LA 3 B 155:25,26)

In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a
circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ,
having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the
power of God, who raised him from the dead. (Colossians 2:11,12)

PRATAEA LT 52 7 AT IATIOEIAL, T S B AR A T 25 AR I B ) 1
Lo PRAIBERZVE A —FIEZE, iS5 —RARE. P E452:11,12)

Christ gave himself up. Christ made the church holy through washing. Christ cleansed the church. The
circumcision (here meaning a cutting off of the sinful nature) was done by Christ. Those passages don’t
speak of baptism as something that we do, but something that Christ does for us.

HEEC. BEENLALE A . Bkt . il GX KRR R R 2 B R 58 B
o EIRE B UBEALZ AT AT 25, TR B N IRATH .

The mistake is often made over a misunderstanding of passages such as Acts 2:38, “Peter replied, ‘Repent
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”” This
passages is understood to mean that baptism is a part of repentance. Indeed, it would be for an adult (or
adolescent) who has already learned about Jesus, perhaps through reading God’s Word or through the
witnessing of a friend. The people whom Peter is addressing in that passage have already heard a sermon
about their sinfulness (in allowing Jesus to be killed) and the purpose of Christ’s work. The people were
sorry for their sin, “cut to the heart,” and wanted to know what they should do (Acts 2:37). Peter replied,
“Repent and be baptized.”

X AR O TR SO R B ARG R . B fEAEAT A£2:38, IS UL RITS ANE
ek, ZHRERILE 14 52 0E, MARNIIIREEC 7 o KB SCHEEE Y, PeAl M) —&o.
FHL b, XX AL QAR ER I BEEN (BEFN) ——BORE L, B2
BRI AL AEIXBLZ S, AR X XS S Sl 2] 1 O AR TR THE (o vrHR iR
A DB TR HE B, XA FRME,  “ Rl , BERIEAR TN Z Mt 4
(REAEATA£2:37) o AU, “MOr2EE” .

Repentance is defined as: 1) being sorry for your sin, and 2) relying on Christ for forgiveness. The people
Peter preached to were sorry for their sin, and one way that God would create or strengthen their faith in
Jesus Christ is through baptism. That is in perfect harmony with all of what God’s Word says about
baptism.

MR R E SO 1) SR, 2) MRS BOMER . BT E VRO ER S AR A SRR I,
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In addition to this, it’s important to read the rest of that misunderstood passage. Peter’s entire response is
found in Acts 2:38-39 and reads: “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise
is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”” The
promise of forgiveness which comes through the gift of the Holy Spirit (which is what faith is) is for “you
and your children.”

BEAh,  BEER B SR T AR B, (AT 1%2:38- 39 2 AT A B T I e BB “ A
Bl RIS NE L, ZRERERILE 42 5208, WURITITRIS R, sip U2 iR
KNV IRITAMORATII L2, IR T N, e ERA T AR 7 o RIELE R
ALK BRI R VR, 2 “ARITAVRNIAILZ” -

Baptism, therefore, has two abilities — to create faith and to strengthen faith. People who come to faith
through reading or hearing God’s Word will choose to be baptized because they understand that in baptism
God strengthens their faith in the forgiveness they have in Christ. For infants (who are obviously too young
to read the Bible or listen to a Gospel presentation) God creates faith though baptism. Parents claim this
glorious gift for their children.

B, VAl AMAEES —— QUEEOMREE O @ B B R T ARE RN, Sz
e, BPUOMMATIBI A, AL, b REAA I BB S O 2L GBATE RGN T,
AREPI B LB RS IHE) , EwEE AL EEE L. RNV E QT ZORIX SRR AL .

ARGUMENT — There is no mention of infant baptism in the Bible. It is anti-Biblical, since all the
baptisms described in the Bible are of adults.

WR — XZBEEAERIBI)LG. IRREZN, FAELYFHERRTEALERRA.

The mistake made here is that it is assumed that since there aren’t stories about children being baptized,
then the Bible must not teach it. If God’s Word teaches that children are conceived sinful, that baptism
washes away sin, that ““all nations” are to be baptized, and if there is no other passages which limit who
should be baptized, then God’s Word does teach infant baptism. In addition to this, most likely there are
examples in the Bible of infant baptism. Consider the following portions of Scripture.

KEMIXAIRE, BOEHRTE2LBA R T % T RENNFE, BAELBREAHTE. Bk L
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He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?”

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your
household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his
house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then
immediately he and all his family were baptized. The jailer brought them into his
house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to
believe in God—he and his whole family. (Acts 16:30-34)

AR, Wi AR, RAEFTA AT LUERK 7 BT O SEE
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RS R (EfE1T71£16:30-34)

The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had
called together his relatives and close friends... So he ordered that they be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
(Acts 10:24,48)

NIKH, AT ZERI, B e O TR % A S A0 S it
ZEHRERILEF (A A Tt e . AT SOBAS(E TILR. (fE4E174£10:24,28)

I also baptized the household of Stephanas. (1 Corinthians 1:16)
WML RIERF . (BHRZRT11:16)

Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and
many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. (Acts 18:8)

B RN RAAMEREGE T3, EAZEREZ AT, sRE 2.
(fEfE1T1£18:8)

In every one of those examples there must not have been any young children living in those homes if there
is no such thing as infant baptism. The word “household” is often used in Greek as an idiom for the entire
family — from newborn to great-grandparents — who are living in that home. The simplest reading of
those passages tells us that if any children were present, they too were baptized.

e BEGTB, AR B, M ARBHE B — EASHEMERNZ . “XK7 XA
AR B RN FE — MRIHAREILBEHRE —— AR — DK E,
Xf IR AR ] AR YR ERATT, WRA R TR, AT &2,

These passages should not be used to teach the need for infant baptism. That comes from Christ’s
command to baptize all nations and from the understanding that all children are conceived with original sin.
But these passages do suggest that there are Biblical examples of infants being baptized.

R SCANAZHREL T, BILTHEERZYE . X roR A T B EORIANG 7T RIS Ky,
ROABAVRE A (2% TAEZ A AR A IR . (HIX S SR Y], LG8 ILZse sl 7.

In addition to this, we should not misinterpret the fact that the majority of accounts of baptisms in the New
Testament are adult baptisms. At that point in the history of the New Testament church, when the
sacrament of baptism was new, there would be more adults baptized than infants. As time went on and the
number of adult converts grew, and as they got married and had babies, the ratio of infant baptisms to adult
baptism would rise. The early church fathers, such as Irenaeus, Origen, Tertullian, and Hippolytus, write
about infant baptism as a widely accepted practice.

BEAh, TR B ST HeAL M B AR I — 358, IATARAZAT iR A8
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ARGUMENT — The doctrine of infant baptism makes baptism into some sort of magic formula, so
that if a child is baptized he/she will automatically go to heaven no matter what.

BR — BJILERESREALRR T EMEE AR, MR -ADETRET, BRREMA, /i
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Some Christian churches might, unfortunately, hold to that notion, but it is Biblically inaccurate. In Mark
16:16 Jesus says, “Whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Baptism is only a beginning. God
creates faith, but faith can be lost. It is significant to note that in the Great Commission, Jesus links
“baptizing in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” with “teaching... everything | have
commanded you” (cf. Matt. 28:19-20). Baptism needs to be followed by instruction in the Word so that the
Holy Spirit may keep the person in the faith.

AERRE, —BEBASTRESFARX IR, EEELTXZENEHP. £SHEE16:164, HE
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SUMMARY
Bk

Our good and gracious God wants all to be saved (cf. 1 Timothy 2:4). He has laid out how that salvation is
accomplished in his Word. God’s Word teaches that all are sinful from conception, and that he intends to
damn the sinner. Therefore little children are in grave spiritual need for the forgiveness that is found in
Christ Jesus. The way that God saves is through faith (Ephesians 2:8). No other method of salvation is
hinted at in Scripture (John 3:5). The Bible teaches that baptism is one way the Holy Spirit creates saving
faith. Therefore unless it can be shown clearly from Scripture that God didn 't intend children to be
baptized, there would be no reason not to. In fact, the need is imperative.
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Appendix IX — Martin Luther and Baptism
L —— ST B EABEAL

The following paragraphs are taken from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism and are a summary of the
doctrine of Holy Baptism. Martin Luther would explain doctrines by utilizing a series of questions and
answers.

NI B E ST BN, R VAL B B A . BT R R B - R R I A
#OLo

THE INSTITUTION OF BAPTISM
PeALBIBOL

What is baptism?

Al — 4
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God’s command and connected with God’s Word.
ALA R FHIK, RKEEE EwRaSh, 5 EawiimiEne .

What is that word of God?

BRI E R A
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!”

WA B D RAE S R E UL ORI, A RERMITIME, £, 7. RN Mk
Yoo 7 (B RHE#28:19)

THE BLESSINGS OF BAPTISM
TeALHIPAR

What does baptism do for us?

Ve AL W T AT 4 i ab e 2
Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil and gives eternal salvation to all who
believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.

VAL RIS MBS R R AR g RS XS RN, IR 3 E 3 PR3 15 AT SE VR P
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What is God’s promise?
b 3K A RN VR A AT A W ?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but
whoever does not believe will be condemned.”

AT ER B L TR STARTEU:  “EMZeen, LREHEE MER, BeoEdk. 7 (BrEs
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THE POWER OF BAPTISM
TeALK &

How can water do such great things?
KB BEAT X B KW ?
It is certainly not the water that does such things, but God’s word which is in and with the water, and faith
which trusts this word used with the water.
For without God's word the water is just plain water and not baptism. But with this word it is baptism.
God’s word makes it a washing through which God graciously forgives our sin and grants us rebirth and a
new life through the Holy Spirit.

AR K SEANRE, B B IIEE K RS KERE, MR F, mE5 EwaK P rimiEzE 0, I8
Byt . ROABCH Lo ki, KRR T HEK, ARG, PR L i iE 5 Kk
o BERTEAL; WHR S FREE, WAk TR R ANEA M.

Where is this written?

IX T8 ic AE AT Ab e ?
St. Paul says in Titus, chapter 3, “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified
by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.”

IEERP R L PR =il AR T AT TR IR, E AR A 3 R B
o ERPE LAREE BRI —— AT R BRI 1 S B, S BATT PR i) A FR Oy
3G, mT DU KA R B O R . X RER T (% 153:5-8)

THE MEANING OF BAPTISM FOR OUR DAILY LIFE
oAl B 148 HAEF R X

What does baptizing with water mean?
FH 7K X R i e R WA 4 2
It means that our old Adam with his evil deeds and desires should be drowned by daily contrition and
repentance, and die, and that day by day a new man should arise, as from the dead, to live in the presence of
God in righteousness and purity now and forever.

KERPBAVREAZZIL S, EFDIRENAAERA, NSRS H RO W, aRiimst.
I EB NN H R ADGES,  KEAE b3 AT 2 LA s -

Where is this written?

X T8 0 AE AR Kb W ?
St. Paul says in Romans, chapter 6, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”

EWRDEY LHEHNFEU: Pl BATFEEVALAASE, Ml —FEZE, A2 30
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Lesson 6 ZE/NiUE

Lord’s Supper &4

In the previous lesson we looked at how God offers forgiveness through the
sacrament of Holy Baptism. We saw how God joins ordinary water together with his
Word for the purpose of creating or strengthening faith. In this lesson we’ll look at
yet another way God offers the forgiveness of sins to his people — through the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. In our study we’ll need to answer the following
guestions:

+ What is the Lord’s Supper?

¢ What does the Lord’s Supper do?

+ Who should take the Lord’s Supper?

+ What relationships do we celebrate in the Lord’s Supper?

FERTHR¥SF, RIED, EHERNMESHEALRROHIEN. RATER L
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WHAT IS THE LORD’S SUPPER?
HarER?

There are four places where the events of Maunday Thursday evening (the night
Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper) are described — Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 1
Corinthians. It is beneficial to see these accounts side-by-side. Please read through
those portions of Scripture using the special sheet, “The Accounts of the Lord’s
Supper.” Then use that sheet to answer these questions.

EEXEPHUAMTHE TRLAK E (BRERRILERNKE L) RENES, &
ARGAREE, SRS, BNETNIRZIH. PR fdem .
WEE “BOLERICR” WINK, ERXEEL, HEETIEE.

1) All of those accounts describe Jesus giving his disciples four distinct things. Look
at the underlined portions of Luke 22:19, Matthew 26:26, Mark 14:22, and 1
Corinthians 11:23. What is one thing Jesus gave to the disciples in the Lord’s
Supper?

AR REAR T, BERS 7R TRRENGA—HRRE. S8 BINE
B22:19, GRMEE26:26, GAIHEH14:22, REFMEITH11:23F HRILH 5
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Now look at the italicized portions of Luke 22:19, Mathew 26:26, Mark 14:22, and 1 Corinthians
11:24. What is another thing Jesus gave to the disciples in the Lord’s Supper?

SERINES22:19, DAIETF26:26, LA{EF14:22, P REFHEZRTH11:24KMEEE 2. BB
BRTE B A 14 B —RERTE R4 2

Look at the underlined portions of Luke 22:20, Matthew 26:27, Mark 14:23, and 1 Corinthians
11:25. What is a third thing Jesus gave to the disciples in the Lord’s Supper?

SEBRINES22:20, LAMEE26:27, LAMEH14:23, REHARZRTHL11: 255 KIRILE4r . BREL
B ERAMIIERE =R RMTA?

The contents of that cup is given in the double-underlined portions of Luke 22:18, Matthew
26:29 and Mark 14:25. Those contents would have been fermented, since they had no
refrigeration at that time. What would the contents of that cup have been, therefore?

IR 22:18, ToAEE26:29, KL AIHEE14:25%, NRIREMAMHR TH BN LK.
HEBRRTRZMHA? (F: RPN HBKEABKE, FBHFREKEAERTREREST
. D

Now look at the italicized portions of Luke 22:20, Matthew 26:28, Mark 14:24, and 1 Corinthians
11:25. What is a fourth thing Jesus gave to the disciples in the Lord’s Supper?
SEBRINES22:20, LKIES26:28, LAMES14:24, KEHARZHIH11:2581AE 4. BRERER
B A IERI S IR AR T RATA?

Carefully look at all of those portions of Scripture again. Is there anything to indicate that Jesus
is speaking figuratively in any of these sections?

PRI BIRE . FRAEMIHTRE, BRREXEEPREEABRE (W) MR
BiiE?

Look closely at 1 Corinthians 11:27. Paul is not talking about just the original Lord’s Supper,
but about the way the people would celebrate it in Corinth (and today, for that matter). He says
that if you take the Lord’s Supper in an “unworthy manner” you are sinning against something.
What?

HHREAR S A511:27. RERKMUNERE—RER, TRERAMIUATERFKE KB
ER (PHEBRBEERTSR) « RIRBAID—F “NEHE” KT XARERE, RIBL
XEMIL T SR MR A2

Look closely at 1 Corinthians 11:29. Paul says that there is something that you should recognize
is present in the Lord’s Supper, lest you “eat and drink judgement” on yourself. What should
you recognize?
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9) Looking again at 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, is there anything to indicate that Paul is writing
figuratively when he warns us about “sinning against the body and blood of the Lord”?

BRERMRL A 511:27-29, HEAEMMITRYE, JRTFELHRI “RETLREME.
Ry ” , AeRIERZFEMEBRE (Hm) KFX?

On the basis of what we have looked so far, how would you answer that question, “WHAT IS THE
LORD’S SUPPER?”

T ERBAIFTER, WAEEHE “Ha—RXR” ?

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS A MIRACLE WHEREBY GOD JOINS THE EARTHLY ELEMENTS OF
AND TOGETHER WITH THE HEAVENLY

ELEMENTS OF CHRIST'S AND . THE BIBLE
TEACHES WE RECEIVE ALL THESE ELEMENTS, EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY, IN THE MIRACLE

OF THE LORD’S SUPPER.

EBR M. £HF, EFiE ERTER A
E5REMTREBEHN A EEREK. ZL2HIRAN,
EEROHZF, RMNWURZFETR, TR ERERR EX.

This teaching of God’s Word is commonly referred to as the doctrine of Real Presence. The union of
the heavenly and earthly elements is one reason the Lord’s Supper is often called “Holy Communion.”
(It is also called “communion” because God communes with us through the body and blood of

Christ, and because we commune with each other as we receive the Lord’s Supper.)

EREENX - HFEERRALERERNBE L. RETRSH ETERASES, IWRERIL M
LHERHRA CEARTAL” BERZ—. (EBALBPRY “EMZAL” , HABRNAZZRALN,
EREERENSEMEMSEAMER, FHHRMMPE AR )

n DEFINITION: Real Presence — The miraculous presence of Jesus’ real body with the bread and of
his real blood with the wine in the Lord’s Supper.

RE X SEARIGFE —— 28 P HNERE B RN, HESAREY D, HESmaENT.

v/

n DEFINITION: Holy Communion — The sacrament in which the body and blood of Jesus Christ are
given to us “in union” with bread and wine for the forgiveness
of sins.
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Sadly, this is not what all Christian denominations teach. The following chart summarizes the three
main different teachings concerning the Lord’s Supper.

BEME, PEFAFNEEZIRBIFEHT. TEHNERES T RXTERNZAEZEAANES.

Who teaches it:

WHHTE:

THE BIBLE
X%

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH

FHREH

REFORMED
CHURCHES

HEH

Name of the doctrine:

Real Presence

Transubstantiation

Representation

AL FE: Sk I A /AR R
Summary of the | Partakers of the Lord’s Partakers of the Lord’s Partakers of the Lord’s
Doctrine: | Supper receive the body | Supper receive only the Supper receive only the
# Y [y ags- | and blood of our Lord body and blood of Christ | bread and wine, which
“in, with, and under” the | sgizg 11 g%z 74 | are symbolic of the
bread and wine. ) AR5 I b?]dy and blood of
Christ

SUEE G2 TR ER)
SRR, ARG
BN, EHZH, JF

A R T BER
0, PR

HEHZT” . B S AR 5 AL
Reason for belief in the [Matthew 26:26-29 False belief that the Humanreason
doctrine: |Mark14:22-25 Lord’s Supper is not a PNGp
FE % L JE ) | Luke 22:18-20 sacrament, buta

1 Corinthians 11:23-29
L K AR 7 26:26-29
LA A8 75 14:22-25
AR 5 22:18-20
AR Z T 1511:23-29

sacrifice. Christ is “re-
sacrificed” over and
over for the forgiveness
of sins

RN EBAEE
L, TMIRERRES . HRERY
TR — IR Ik “ B
WSS

For more information about arguments leveled against the doctrine of Real Presence please see

Appendix X

KTR¥ “SKEIEE” KEZRER, BESERXT




WHAT DOES THE LORD’S SUPPER DO?
EEM A7

10) Please use the special sheet to look at Luke 22:20, Matthew 26:28, Mark 14:24, and 1 Corinthians
11:25. According to the boldface portions of those passages, what are we assured of when we
partake of Christ’s body and blood?

B R BRI T B InAE 5 22:20, ToARETE26:28, LAAEE14:24 B ML RTH11:25. RIELRZ
AR, BRATFZERERK S AN MR #REH A2

Let’s look closer at what that means. Please read the following passages and then answer the
corresponding questions.

BANEB— P REIHBEARE . BRI TIEOFEZEARH .

Matthew 26:28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.

LR 26:28 KN RLLAINIMN, N2 NRHK, MREHR.

Hebrews 9:15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called
may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free
from the sins committed under the first covenant.

FARE 9:15 Mk, ME T H AR LR, BEARZIEEE T ATERT A2 I FrdB RO R, fEny 5%
H2Z NEE PN AGER =L .

Romans 11:27 And this is my covenant with them when | take away their sins.

FOF5 11:27 LR FARMTIERINA%, ZHUE RS MAISZRZ) .

1 John 1:7 The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

LQag—H 17 M )L 7 ERERA B e B AT VIR

Romans 5:9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved
from God’s wrath through him!

F O3 5:9 BUERNIBLEERS MAT MR 3L, WU EREE S A A%

Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.

PABBRTH 1.7 AT % 51 M43 2 808, 1L U453 BB S«

1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree... by his wounds you have been
healed.

W/—F5 2:24 MpAEA b, 2 T HRATNAR. . b2 sEds, (A0S PG,

1 Peter 3:18 He was put to death in the body.
BAA—T 3:18 1E AU, MBIRE.

1 Peter 4:1 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same
attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin.

W/ —F 4:1 WA A ZZE, RIS REX RO B e sy, RONFE N 5 321



1, ML SIEmL 1.

11) According to the underlined portions of those passages, what is the message of the “new
covenant”?

W ERLIRILMD, “FLw” BIA?

12) According to the italicized portions of those passages, how did Jesus win redemption for us?

R R SCRMAIR D, BRERRE T A BRA RS RO ?

13) Therefore, the message of the Lord’s Supper is intended to give us awesome comfort by assuring
us of something. According to the double-underlined portions of those passages, is forgiveness
for sins something that we look forward to, or is it something that is already accomplished?

Eit, ZREMEERERRMNBREIEY, HERABRNSNERHZE. RiE_ERE TR
oy, RABRE—LRMNEMHFHRE? TR —HDLTRINE?

On the basis of what we have learned in this portion of our Bible study, how would you answer that
question, “WHAT DOES THE LORD’S SUPPER DO?”

R4 _EEBATPrER), IR XA AR “ 2B A” ?

THE LORD’S SUPPER ASSURES US THAT...

ERFRNTHR..

BY ALLOWING US TO PARTAKE OF CHRIST’S...

B RFRMIUZEEH...




You could illustrate it this way.

YRAT AR T R e A -

THE LORD’S SUPPER
is a Sacrament in which

X8

fe— AL, AEIXEALT

in a natural way we receive... in a miraculous way we receive...

PA—Fh BRI 730, FATI43Z... PA—Fhi B AR5 30, A2

— “in, with, and
BREAD and WINE ks CHRIST’S BODY and BLOOD
zh, Mz 7

“HOLY COMMUNION”
“EAAL”

it assures us of forgiveness and therefore it strengthens our faith
TR T R — W IR T RATHILE 0



Therefore, the Lord’s Supper is similar to Baptism in that: 1) Jesus instituted it, and 2) God connects
the promise of forgiveness to something we can touch. But the Bible also teaches that the Lord’s
Supper is different from Baptism in some ways. While Baptism is intended for “all nations” (cf.
Matthew 28:19), the Bible places limitations on who should take the Lord’s Supper. In the next
portion of this Bible study we will look at...

FEit, ZEAMEPALKEBZAAET: 1) R HEREREOLK, 2) LR HEBIEK R FABRATR
RHFEYHEE. ERZZEMHIRA], EBAMEFALEARZL. BRELZES “AR” K
(ZELDARIELE28:19) , HEZKANEMZWZERROLT F&R. ETHEHRFEIT, RITEHE..

WHO SHOULD TAKE THE LORD’S SUPPER?
WNZZ R

1 Corinthians 11:27-29 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to
examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks
without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.

BMREZREIF 11:27-29 BrLA, TN, AZEIZERYE BN, e FHENS.
MY« ANCHECEE, RIRIG WX, BROYNIZE, EASHR TR SE, i
I E CHIFE T o

14) What did we say was something a person could do when partaking the Lord’s Supper? (Look at
the italicized portions of those passages.)

H—MANAXRN, MRSt 2? (B3FLREXHERS. )

15) What is one thing a person could do which would result in taking the Lord’s Supper in an
“unworthy manner”? (Look at the underlined portion of those passages.)

PEER, —MATRBTHA, NFBT “AgE” SE8? (ZF LRERNEHS. D

16) Therefore, what does the Bible say we should do before we take the Lord’s Supper? (Look at the
double-underlined portion of those passages.)

Eit, FEREN, FLRRMNNZBAHL? (BFLRERINEH - )

It must be emphasized that the phrase “unworthy manner” does not mean “too sinful.” We should
never feel that because of our sins we are “unworthy” of taking the Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s
Supper is precisely for those who feel burdened by their sins and the guilt of their conscience.
Rather, taking the Lord’s Super in an “unworthy manner” refers to the exact opposite — partaking
of Christ’s body and blood without believing you have a need for the forgiveness of sins.

FEEFARR, “NMEE” X MAFARRE “KERT” . RIOINREAILZRER, FEARITH
&, BA A" FER. ERERATPEAMAIHRN R OKMIBRI R NBILK . “FE
H” GXRE ERFISENER — MR TEEBNSENIML, G CHERE.



The Scriptures therefore urge us to “examine” ourselves before we take the Lord’s Supper. Some
logical questions we would ask ourselves would be...

Bk, ELRFBIESREEN “BR” RMNEC. THRAJLBRAIATUEE CHHE..

Psalm 38:18 | confess my iniquity; | am troubled by my
sin.

Wi 38:18 FEKIAIRAIREE, AP RAFRILAL .

Am | sorry for my sins?

Xt H CHSRRRE g ?

Acts 15:11 “We believe it is through the grace of our Lord
Jesus that we are saved.”

fEEITAE 15:11  “FAMGHKI 2 EHRERAE. 7

Do I trust in Jesus as my
Savior?

BAEERER R B AR E G ?

Do I believe that Christ’s body
and blood are present in the
Lord’s Supper to assure me

ffora . Matthew 26:28 “This is my blood of the covenant, which
of forgiveness®

is poured out for the many for the forgiveness of sins.”

] 11

RAEEE B B R E MRS OoRMEE 26:28 “PIARXERILAMIM, AL NH
FETEEAL, DRI K, MRS, 7
b ?
Do I intend, with God’s help, to Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on
live a more God-pleasing life? sinning so that grace may increase? By no means!
FEEFRHET, RITEL— ZOH 6:1-2 XFE, EBavile? AT LMBESES . Y
ANk T B A f e R AU = Nl
ng ?

Am | united in faith with the
other communicants?

1 Corinthians 10:17 Because there is one loaf, we, who
are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.

|

RIEF O 5 HATRE HHRZEH 10:17 WANRZ, HE—AP —I 5
FHER SIS ? A, PUAFRATHERRE 73 323X — Mo

Sometimes people also have questions about how often they should receive the Lord’s Supper.
Scripture is silent on this issue. But the following passages might be helpful in giving guidance in this
area.

A, MHBSESEN: MM AR—KERR. ELEXNEEERITRK. HETHREZ
3, WRRSERXTTEERN—EFHBIREI

Romans 7:19 For what | do is not the good | want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this |
keep on doing.

045 7:19 Wk, WTEERE, B BTARRRE, JEEM.

Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and 1 will give you rest.
LRMEE 11:28 JLHZHHEANNT LBIFX BR, FERIT15%2 8.

Matthew 26:28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the



forgiveness of sins.

LRMEE 26:28 FUNZRALANIM, N2 NFRHIK, MRS

1 Corinthians 11:25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever [literally: “as often as ] you drink it, in remembrance of

me.”
BMZEIH 11:25 Yun, WIEFEEEMSR, . “XMEHRMATSIRE2, IRI15E
[(FEE: “KNopgz” 1 \reeE, Zatfr, AEies®k. ”

17) According to Romans 7:19, do | stop committing sins once | know my sins are forgiven?

WI\EP G719, HRAERKFGHEN, BFLEERG?

18) According to the italicized portions of Matthew 11:28, what do my sins do to my conscience?

RED RAET 11 288MEE 4y, REFERNRE B A4 2

19) According to the underlined portion of Matthew 11:28, what does God promise to do for us?
RYE DRI E 11:28RILRER 5y, LN ARAMA 42

20) According to Matthew 26:28, how does God do that for us in the Lord’s Supper?
R D AR 26:28RIL Ay, 17 RN E 2 b S XA RLVF I 2

21) According to those passages, in combination with what 1 Corinthians 11:25 says, would the
Lord’s Supper be something we would take frequently or infrequently?

RIEERZI, HESFHMALATH11:25, RIINZLHAEBERNEHHE?

On the basis of what we have seen in this portion of our Bible study, how would you answer that
question, “WHO SHOULD TAKE THE LORD’S SUPPER?”

WIE_ EIRBAIFTER, ITEEEE “HEMZRAER" ?

The final question for our consideration is...

RIERERSBHIRELR..



WHAT RELATIONSHIPS DO WE CELEBRATE IN THE LORD’S
SUPPER?

EEBRFBRAVRBUT AKR?

Please read the following passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

BB T AN 3O EZ AR F .

Colossians 1:21-22 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because
of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.

P TH 1:21-22 RITANAT G652, TRAEBAT, O G780, (BINA fliE 5B 1A
G50, MRS B OANEr, #ak 7 2E, BRI, R, JERIT51 2 A S

Romans 5:10 For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!

L5 5:10 BOVENUE gt fe, HAEEWILTHIE, [, BEOMEr, wii %
ESELRE S S S

2 Corinthians 5:18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ.
BMEJEF 5:18 — IR T fhiEg R BRI 5L .

Romans 3:25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.

F A5 3:25 MBOLHLERIESR IS, AR HRERIN I .

DEFINITION: to reconcile — to restore someone to peace and harmony with another.

DEFINITION: to atone — to make a payment to remove the guilt of sin so that God and sinner may be
“at one”

V|
W 5E X RUF——1 77 55— i P S A
V|

W =X HE—— 7 =R A, SR LT A&

22) On the basis of the italicized portions of those passages, what was our relationship with God
before he created faith in our hearts and made us his children?

T ERECRMEE S, EERERIILBAIERE LH LRI LLZH, RIMNE LR ZE
AT AKR?

23) We said that the Lord’s Supper assures us of the forgiveness of sins. According to the underlined
portions of those passages, what has that forgiveness done with our relationship with God?

BATHERABANIBHR THEE. BRI LRECREE T, KHFENRINE EFZARRRE T
frafEm?



Here are the passages that will help us determine the second relationship that we celebrate in the
Lord’s Supper. Please read these passages and then answer the corresponding questions.

X SCAT AR B BA T e FE BB P BATRB B AR R FHHE T AL IOFEIEHERKNA

&

1 Corinthians 10:17 We, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of one loaf.

BMEZEIHE 10:17 RAVRZ, 2 — 7N, — 720, BN R 521X — A

Ephesians 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit -- just as you were called to one hope when you
were called -- one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

DABBET S 4:4 GHHA 7 ERAA A, EQRNZEARA —1MEE

Hebrews 10:23-25 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is
faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us
not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another —
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

FAERTS 10:23-25 WERFRATPAINIIRE, ARRES, FOWIRVFRA TR AE L1
SRRV, Bk, TS . PRI ZIER &, GGt i T RN, (81224
SOV, BEAGEAS H TR, HUE =k,

Romans 16:17 | urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles
in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.

TG4 16:17 0], MBLEEERAT. ARATEE]. S TRrEcEm AN, MIRIMIEEE
PrEAhA -

24) According to the italicized portions of those passages, what is another relationship we celebrate in

the Lord’s Supper?
RiE ERESRMER S, RINEZBFERRHUA—ANRERMHA?

25) According to the underlined portions of those passages, why is it so wonderful that Christians can

come together in the Lord’s Supper?

R IR XRILH Ty, BB EERPRE N 2RISR ?

26) According to Romans 16:17 there would be a group of people with whom it would be

inappropriate to partake of the Lord’s Supper. Whom does the Bible say would be in this group?
WRES 5416:17, RIEEA—EHREBERLEEN . ERUIXLEANRHE?



On the basis of those passages, how would you answer that question, “WHAT RELATIONSHIPS DO
WE CELEBRATE IN THE LORD’S SUPPER?”

T EARBAIFTER, WMAEERE, “EIRPBRIRUT2RKRER” ?

You could illustrate the relationships celebrated in the Lord’s Supper in this way:

PRAT AR 20T 07 SRR E R PRI TRBKI K R -

THE HOLY GOD

XER B The
‘ \ Lord’s
Supper
GOD’S CHILD GOD’S CHILD GOD’S CHILD > ¥
EFEIILE - EFeILE -~ EFRILE

In Lord’s Supper we celebrate both the vertical relationship between God and his children and the
horizontal relationship between fellow Christians. This relationship between Christians is based on
the confession of their faith, since only God can see the faith itself (“For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess...” Romans 10:10.). Therefore it
is appropriate and desirable that fellow Christians study God’s Word together before communing
together. The study of the Word and subsequent acknowledgement of unity of faith is a practice
sometimes called “confirmation.” Celebrating the Lord’s Supper on the basis of this unity is known
as “close communion.”

FEXET, BANGRHR EFERILLZMHARRR, HRPEERES MEKZ MEERRR. &
B MR R RETMAINGEMAER, FAKE ERREEIRFLES (“BANLEME, &t
AU AE&N--” FE4310:100 . Bk, EEEERSERZA RS LwRERIRE
SR . £ ERWEE, RERMELHE—, ZENSEANBRA “BEIL” « T
K& ——RIRBER, RN “BEER” .

n DEFINITION: confirmation — a strengthening given in directed Bible study, after which an
individual publicly confesses faith in Jesus and unity of faith with a
body of believers

W &S0 RN ——EME A TR FRL %G, MEEARS B A AR+ ELS 4
EAERE RIS DTG



n DEFINITION: close communion — the practice of admitting to the Lord’s Supper only those who
have, after a course of directed study, confessed faith in Jesus and
unity of faith with the body of believers. The goal of this practice
is to ensure that: a) the participant doesn ’t take the Lord’s Supper
inan “unworthy manner” and thereby damage the vertical
relationship with God in the Lord’s Supper (cf. 1 Cor. 11:27), and
b) the horizontal relationship among the communicants in the
Lord’s Supper may be maintained (cf. 1 Cor. 10:17).

ﬁﬁ&;%ﬁ%@——ﬁ~%ﬂﬁ%%%#ﬁﬁ,ﬂ%ﬁﬁ%%%ﬂ%%%ﬁ%ﬁ%~mﬁb,
1E L FERE 2 3 SO VR [FAT S A S i . XA SRR B 2 N THifR: a)
SUEEAE AR 2R, WA B 5 B 2 8 A %
R (BEAMRZHBLL:27) , b)) 8 h 4R 2 8] iR H 5%
R (ZEHEAMZATHL0:17)

For the traditional Lutheran confession concerning the Lord’s Supper, please see Martin Luther’s
explanation of the Lord’s Supper as it’s found in the the Small Catechism. This is printed in
Appendix XI.

RTEGHBERNERNENEY, H2ED T RELENMNIETEZRPFEE. LR+ —.

TAKING IT DEEPER
P INGE S

A) Agree or Disagree — Everyone who goes to the Lord’s Supper receives Jesus’ body and blood.

RAEEE — B SMERMAEZ T HRER 5 A ML .

B) Agree or Disagree — Everyone who goes to the Lord’s Supper receives the forgiveness of sins.

RAEEE — 8 1MSmMERMARRAZ T REHE.

C) Agree or Disagree — We should not go to Communion if we have sinned that day.

FIES5E — WRBNEZBEAMRET R, WANIZETAEE.



D) Agree or Disagree — When we go to Communion we earn the forgiveness of sins.

REET — JJVARERE, RAVRS T IRAIBR .

E) Agree or Disagree — We should not go to the Lord’s Supper if we don’t feel the need for it.
FAEE5E — WRBRNEGIRINAFTE, ROV APLZTEER.

F) Question: Look carefully at the different accounts of the Lord’s Supper that are printed on that
special sheet. Specifically, look at what Jesus says before he distributes the Lord’s Supper in
each of those accounts. How can we tell that those “words of institution” aren’t some magical
incantation which we need to repeat exactly in order for the “real presence” to take place?

W AP LR T E2BIHE . R IERAE R ERZ AT R AE. RAITITRE
B, X “WILHITE” ARATIE “SARIRTE” KA, THERMEHER KBETERE?

G) Question: God offers forgiveness through his Word. Why does he need to offer it in the Lord’s
Supper as well?

W& EHREARRTERERERIBEE. 2 BB PIGAERATHTER?

H) Explain: Some people might look at the practice of “close communion” and say it is unloving
because it prevents some people from taking the Lord’s Supper temporarily. But on the basis of
what we have learned in this study, explain how practicing close communion actually shows love
to God’s Word and to the individual that we ask to wait. Explain how it would be unloving not to
practice close communion.

fERE: RUANER “REIR” ML, THREWEXELRLE. FENEFHIET R A ERR
ZXE. HEETERINARTZEN, SR ASTETXE, SHERERN TN EFZIER
%, URNFANRIMERERZANE. BEALTEBRZBANARTE LT,



The Accounts of the Lord’s Supper &I EZ&KiCF

LUKE 22:14-20

14 When the hour came, Jesus and his
apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said to
them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover
with you before | suffer. 16 For | tell you, I will not
eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom
of God."

17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and
said, "Take this and divide it among you. 1s For |
tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine
until the kingdom of God comes."

19 And he took bread, gave thanks and
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my
body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."

20 In the same way, after the supper he took
the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, which is poured out for you.”

MATTHEW 26:20-30

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining
at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were
eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will
betray me."

22 They were very sad and began to say to
him one after the other, "Surely not I, Lord?"

23 Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped
his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24
The Son of Man will go just as it is written about
him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of
Man! It would be better for him if he had not been
born."

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray
him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?"

Jesus answered, "Yes, it is you."

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples
saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."

27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and
offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you.

28 This is my blood of the covenant, which
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

291 tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of
the vine from now on until that day when I drink it
anew with you in my Father's kingdom."

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Olives.

MARK 14:17-26

17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with
the Twelve. 18 While they were reclining at the table
eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will
betray me -- one who is eating with me."

19 They were saddened, and one by one they
said to him, "Surely not I?"

20"t is one of the Twelve," he replied, "one
who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21 The Son of
Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe
to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would
be better for him if he had not been born."

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying, "Take it; this is my body."

23 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and
offered it to them, and they all drank from it.

24" This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many," he said to them. 25"1 tell you
the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine
until that day when | drink it anew in the kingdom of
God."

26 When they had sung a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Olives.

1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-29

23 For | received from the Lord what | also
passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he
was betrayed, took bread,

22and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this
in remembrance of me."

25 In the same way, after supper he took the
cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me."

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink
this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he
comes.

27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood
of the Lord. 28 A man ought to examine himself
before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29
For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing
the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on
himself.



The Accounts of the Lord’s Supper &I EZ&HiCF

BInAEE 22:14-20

14 WHER] T, HRERALRE, fEGEHRARE
A, 15 HRERXIAATYE:  “ BARMESAEZE LU
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AHIZRGER, ER R EE, 7

17 HRSRFERIA R, BLB T, ¥ “ARA]
FiIXAS, KERrEN. 18 WEVFRRANT, WAL
Ja, WAEEXE AT, BESEMTERR. 7

19 X Eepik, BT, MEIT, @4
AT, Bt X ALAIGE TEATER, R
TN kAT, AL S, 7

20 tRJm IR FE SRR R, Tl XA
I 26 HIF SLEIBA, R NVRATTR R

OKEE 26:20-30

20 3| 7 b, HRGRFNH AN IREARNT
21 IERZ B, HRBRUL:  “IRSLTESVRIRAT,
AT — AN N T . 7

22 AT LR, — AN — AN el Atk i
“F, REL? 7

23 HRER I . “[RIIREEF AR T B
. Wit EEsERk. 24 NP, Emg
ERREMTER: HZATFRIAAEWT ! BA
A B, 7

25 SEHB R 1A K 1] At 356 -
2 7 ERERE:  “URURISE. 7

26 f AT IRz I i, HRBREE DR,
M, BUEESR, BRARIIAE, Ui “IRIIEHNZ,
KREEHTGE

27 N ERMR, BT, A,
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Appendix X — Arguments Against the Doctrine of Real Presence

R+ —— RISLRETER AR R

The following arguments are the ones most commonly leveled against the doctrine of Real Presence.

T TR UG B R SRS SEAAR I 7E B8 5

ARGUMENT — The doctrine of Real Presence is unnecessary for the proclamation of the
forgiveness of sins. God offers forgiveness through his Word.

BR — LARENBEXNESHRERALER. EFEShEEELTRITEE.

RESPONSE — That is true. The Old Testament believers are proof that we don’t “need” the Lord’s

Supper at all. Even the Bible limits who should partake of the Lord’s Supper. However, it is not logical to
assume that because God offers forgiveness one way (through the Word) that he would not / could not offer

it in other ways as well (through Baptism and the Lord’s Supper). In his love God desired to connect
forgiveness to something we can touch in order to make the message of forgiveness even more clear and

vivid. It would not be absolutely “necessary,” but he chose to do it nonetheless.
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ARGUMENT — Jesus was speaking figuratively when he said, “This is my body. This is my blood.”
WR — BERRAEAWMTEY, “XERRMSAE. XRRMIM. ”

RESPONSE — Jesus makes no mention of doing so. This is a dangerous road to go down, for if we can

say that Jesus was speaking figuratively at the Lord’s Supper, how can we be sure he isn’t speaking
figuratively when he makes statements such as “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me

will live, even though he dies” (John 11:25). Good principles of Biblical interpretation say that we let the

text itself tell us if it is meant to be taken figuratively. The Bible loses all sense and meaning if we abandon
this principle.
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ARGUMENT — Jesus indicated he was speaking figuratively when he said, “Deo this in
remembrance of me.”

WR — ISR E “ARRIESR” I, XinEMRENERTEN, “XRBRFE. XRRK
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RESPONSE — That statement is not an indicator of figurative speech. Reversing the words of institution

demonstrates this. Imagine Jesus had said, “Take and eat, this is bread... Do this in remembrance of me.”

Would we then assume that Jesus was distributing something other than bread? Of course not.
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The statement “Do this in remembrance of me” in no way hints at figurative speaking. The recollection and
remembrance of Christ’s redemptive work is not hindered by the doctrine of Real Presence, but only
enhanced.

“CORBIRIL IR XA)E, BRI R H Oy TR S SERIm AR R BT Wil R AN
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ARGUMENT — It is repulsive to think of eating Jesus’ body and blood.
WR —— HEFIZERER ) S ARG ER BRI L AHE AR .

RESPONSE — This is not an argument but an emotion, and one that is born from a misunderstanding of
the doctrine of Real Presence. The bread does not become a piece of Christ’s flesh. Nor does the wine turn
into a liter of blood like you might give at a blood bank. This error has sometimes been called “Capernaitic
Eating”. The Bible teaches that the body and blood of Christ are truly there, but in a miraculous way —
“in, with, and under” the bread and wine.
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ARGUMENT — Jesus body and blood couldn’t be present in the Lord’s Supper. With the millions
of people who have taken the Lord’s Supper throughout the years, Christ’s body and blood would
have been used up long ago.

WA — SRS ANMAT REEH M ERY . RASERRT LAKWATER, EERSE
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RESPONSE — This is an attempt to rationalize a doctrine of God’s Word that proclaims the miraculous.
Similar to the previous argument, it approaches the Lord’s Supper with a strictly physical understanding.

The miracle of the Real Presence cannot be rationally comprehended any more than the Trinity, the union

of Christ’s human and divine natures, the six-day creation, etc. It is simply believed by faith (cf. Hebrews
11:1).
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ARGUMENT — The Lutheran teaching of the Sacraments is inconsistent. For Baptism they teach

that it is open to anyone, including children. Yet for the Lord’s Supper they teach it is limited.
BWR — BEFNELNESFRA W . ifI#FEEALRREMABITH, B8 T, H
EBALHRZIRFIHI -

RESPONSE — This is not Lutheran teaching, but Biblical teaching. Christ’s command to baptize “all
nations” (Matthew 28:19) is all-inclusive. Unless a different passage can be found limiting “all nations,” it
would be unscriptural to do so. Yet in 1 Corinthians 11:27-28 we read, “Therefore, whoever eats the



bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and
blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.”

B —— REARBERNAT, ZRELZNHT. EBEmLAHEN “HR” (G RHEE28:19)
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It is presumptive to assume that God would apply identical principles of practice to the two different
Sacraments. Scriptures show that both Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are intended for faithful use, but at
different points in a person’s life.
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SUMMARY
Bk

It would be unfair to say that the doctrine of Real Presence is simple. It is fair, however, to say that the
doctrine of Real Presence is clear. When reading the accounts of that first celebration of the Lord’s Supper
in all the synoptic Gospels, we must ask ourselves, “What does Christ clearly say?” “This is my body.”
“This is my blood.” He makes no indication that he is speaking in a figurative, metaphorical sense. Not
one of the Gospel writers indicate that Christ is speaking figuratively. At the time he speaks the words, he
has but a few hours before he will be taken away from his disciples and crucified. It is not a time to speak
in riddles.
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Then there is the parallel account that Paul gives us in 1 Corinthians 11. He warns about “sinning against
the body and blood of the Lord.” Again, there is nothing to indicate Paul is writing figuratively.
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The attacks that are leveled against the doctrine of Real Presence are extremely dangerous, not just because
they destroy the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, but because they destroy the clarity of the Scriptures. If

we can arbitrarily chose when Jesus and the apostles are speaking or writing figuratively, then there can be

no such thing as absolute truth in the Scriptures. Their interpretation is open to subjective whim. They lose
all sense. They lose all meaning. They lose all value.
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Appendix XI — Martin Luther and the Lord’s Supper
ff st — —— B TR AR AL

The following paragraphs are taken from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism and are a summary of the
doctrine of the Lord’s Supper. Martin Luther would explain doctrines by utilizing a series of questions and
answers.

N B E ST RN, R R AN S . BT R — R AR - T R T
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HOLY COMMUNION IS A SACRAMENT
EEAL

What is the sacrament of Holy Communion?
FEALRA A2
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ together with the bread and wine, instituted by Christ
for us Christians to eat and to drink.
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Where is this written?

X HEACAEAT AL ?
The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and the Apostle Paul tell us: The Lord Jesus, on the night he
was betrayed, took bread;; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples and said, “Take
and eat. This is my body, which is given for you;; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after
supper he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it to them and said, “Drink from it, all of you. This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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THE BLESSINGS OF HOLY COMMUNION
ERALBI AL

What blessing do we receive through this eating and drinking?

KPR G A A 2 Akl ?
That is shown us by these words, “Given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Through
these words we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation in this sacrament. For where there is
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.
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THE POWER OF HOLY COMMUNION
ERALNE

How can eating and drinking do such great things?
A B )z ey JE REAT IX L K Fi e 2

It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such things, but the words, “Given and poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words are the main thing in this sacrament, along with the eating
and drinking. And whoever believes these words has what they plainly say, the forgiveness of sins.
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RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
WZERAL

Who, then, is properly prepared to receive this sacrament?
WERC 2 AL ?
Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but he is properly prepared who believes
these words, “Given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.”
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But whoever does not believe these words or doubts them is not prepared, because the words “for you”
require nothing but hearts that believe.
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